
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
April 15, 2011 Tunxis CC, Room 7-206 

Minutes 
 
Prresent: Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Paul Edelen (MCC), Teresa Foley (ACC), Pam Frost 
(MxCC), Miguel Garcia (GWCC), David Gross (UConn), Senan Hayes (WCSU), Pat 
Hirschy (ACC), Mark Leach (HCC), Sue Ricciuti (TxCC), Milaim Tahiri (MCC), Kim 
Ward (ECSU) 
 
Fall 2011 meetings: September 9, October 14, November 11 (Note: this is scheduled 
during AMATYC’s national conference in Austin, TX), and December 9. BRING YOUR 
CALENDAR TO SCHEDULE SPRING MEETINGS. 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:36 p.m. 
 
2. The minutes of the March 11, 2011 meeting were approved. 
 
3. Announcements 
a) The Committee discussed the uncertain future of the CT Academy for Education, 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology. 
 
b) A conference/workshop to share ideas about using mathematical modeling in 
Algebra I will be held at Central on Saturday, May 7. The conference will feature Dr. Sol 
Garfunkel, the director of COMAP. Dr. Garfunkel is well known for curriculum 
development projects including For All Practical Purposes. He recently served on a 
committee for the National Core Curriculum State Standards project. His one-hour 
presentation will be followed by hands-on activities. All participants interested in the 
teaching of algebra in CT are invited to join the Algebra I Model Curriculum cohort 
field study. 
 
c) The annual AMTEC (Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators in CT) 
conference will be held at Central on Saturday, April 30. It will include a panel 
discussion, workshops, and a presentation by Charlene Tate Nichols and Shelbi Cole 
(CSDE) on the new Common Core State Standards. 
 
4. Old Business 
a) The committee discussed various classroom approaches. Senan described how 
WestConn is applying the emporium model in MAT 100 Intermediate Algebra. The 
course incorporates MyMathLab along with 4 exams and a final. David explained the use 
of Gateway exams, which students can take an unlimited number of times. If students 
don’t earn the minimum score, their final course grade could be lowered one full grade. 
 
b) Attendance is critical to student success. Paul mentioned that MCC assigns 10% 
of the course grade for attendance, with the understanding that a student can’t fail a 
course based on attendance alone. It isn’t known if the CCs have a Board policy 
regarding attendance.  



 
c) It isn’t known if the use of web-based homework impacts on student performance 
in credit courses. It’s possible that incorporating web homework into credit classes might 
help bridge the evolution from supported learner to independent learner. 
 
5. New Business 
 The Committee discussed the following article from the NY Times furnished by 
Kim: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/04/nyregion/04remedial.html. The article pointed 
out that the educational system is not producing a sufficient number of mathematicians. 
The exposure of fast technology impacts on the focus needed for the learning process. 
Students are accustomed to getting information instantly, but learning is a sustained 
activity. America’s perspective on the status and value of education differs from that of 
other countries. 
 
6. MBSCC fall meetings were scheduled for September 9, October 14, November 11 
(Note from Pat: this meeting is scheduled during AMATYC), December 9. Bring your 
calendars to schedule spring meetings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Pat 


