
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Friday, March 11, 2011 

Gateway CC, North Haven Campus, Room 113A 
Minutes 

 
Present: Alain D’Amour (SCSU), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Paul Edelen (MCC), Teresa Foley (ACC), 
André Freeman (CCC), Pam Frost (MxCC), Miguel Garcia (GWCC), David Gross (UConn), Marty 
Hartog (SCSU), Senan Hayes (WCSU), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Jeff Kenausis (NCC), Mark Leach 
(HCC), Sal Maimone (NWCC), Rachael Schettenhelm (GWCC), Sue Spencer (GCC) 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:45 pm 
 
2. The minutes of the February 11, 2011 meeting were approved with the following corrections: 

a) Corrected web address – David will link the “Analysis of Test Scores Transferring to CSUs” 
file and Marlene's new course, “Advanced Mathematical Decision Making,” to the online pdf 
file of the minutes (or find it in the parent file at http://www.math.uconn.edu/~dgross/msbcc). 

b) From page 3, item 6b – edited material is crossed out as noted in the following paragraph – 
Manchester is currently using ALEKS for the emporium mode of instruction in a few 
sections of MAT*075 and 095, with the intent of using this delivery mode for all sections 
next fall. Paul thinks ALEKS may be a better tool than MML for this purpose, as the 
artificial intelligence lets students know where they are going wrong. Some specifics: there is 
a large lab with 50 to 60 stations; ALEKS allows no calculator for basic arithmetic questions 
but gives a graphing calculator when the question allows; Paul meets individually with each 
of his students; the same tests as used in the traditional sections are given; attendance counts 
10% of the grade; students need to earn 80% or higher on final exam (20% of grade) and 
other proctored tests (another 20% of grade); placement into this model is by Accuplacer 
score; IR is an important part of the initiative, and is assessing traditional vs. emporium 
models; most students like it so far.  

 
3. Announcements — 

a. Pat - Handed out the Connecticut Community Colleges Board Policy 3.10 Cross-Registration 
– Guidelines for Exchange of Students among Institutions of Public Higher Education. The 
committee discussed the status of Elementary Algebra within CSU and CCC systems. WCSU 
plans to offer only summer sections of the course but still require it as a prerequisite to 
Intermediate Algebra. This will impact on the demand for Elementary Algebra at 
neighboring community colleges. Who on campus will follow up on this to make sure the 
policy is implemented? 

b. Andre’ - Statway will be offered at some community colleges this fall. Math Issues 
recommended course numbers of MAT 092 Statway I and MAT 122 Statway II, but we 
haven’t heard if the numbers have been approved. There is a meeting on April 15, 2011 
between the CSU and CCC people to discuss articulation agreements for Statway II. Contact 
Andre’ (afreeman@ccc.commnet.edu) is you have questions about the location and time of 
the meeting. 

c. Marty – On April 30, 2011 from 9-2 there is an AMTEC (Association of Math Teachers in 
CT) conference at CCSU in Vance to discuss the achievement gap and differentiated 



instruction. The conference will include a panel discussion as well as break-out sessions. 
Marty will send out an email to the MBSCC group about the conference. 

d. Miguel – There will be a symposium at Yale honoring Mandelbrot at the end of April 2011 
e. Pat – Math Issues gave a presentation at the Council of Deans meeting this morning that went 

very well. 
f. Marty – There was a meeting yesterday about combining the CSU and CC systems into one 

Board of Regents 
g. Elaine – There is a need for a speaker for the upcoming MATYCONN meeting on Friday, 

May 6, 2011 to be held at NVCC. Anyone who knows someone who might be interested in 
making a 1-hour presentation please contact Andre’ (afreeman@ccc.commnet.edu) or Teresa 
(tfoley@acc.commnet.edu). 

h. Mark – “Waiting for Superman” a documentary about the lottery system used for entrance 
into magnet and charter schools will be showing at HCC at 2 pm on March 22, 2011 

 
4. Old Business — 

a. The committee discussed future policies regarding Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, 
given that Intermediate Algebra (Algebra II) may become a requirement for CT high school 
graduation in 2014.  

b. Emporium Model – MCC Math Redesign is being piloted this semester and will be fully 
implemented in the fall 2011. The emporium model will be the only model used for 
developmental math courses offered in the fall 2011. MCC has Accuplacer scores for all 
students and will be able to track student progress through the pilot program and as they 
progress through the math curriculum. Students can use a temporary code for many online 
math programs (e.g., MyMathLab) for 21 days until they purchase their own code. Check 
with your textbook representative for more information about the temporary codes. Use of 
the Emporium Model for all math courses was discussed. Professors feel they have more 
individual contact with students under the emporium model compared to the traditional 
model of delivery. Computer delivery can provide student support, for example as 
supplemental Precalculus review for Calculus students. Many software programs can track 
lab attendance and homework time. MCC allocates 10% of the course grade to attendance. 
The committee discussed different student populations that might be better served under the 
emporium or the traditional model. What is lost or gained by each approach? How are 
higher-level thinking skills/abilities developed in the emporium v. traditional model? Many 
computer-based math programs focus on skill development rather than conceptual or general 
education skills such as critical thinking. 

 
5. The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Teresa Foley 


