
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
December 11, 2009, TxCC 

Minutes 
 
Present:    Martin Brock (NCC), Alain D’Amour (SCSU), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), 

Paul Edelen (MCC), David Gross (UConn), Senan Hayes (WCSU), Sue Ricciuti (TxCC), 
Milaim Tahiri (MCC)  

 
1.  The meeting was called to order at 1:40 pm. 
 
2.  The minutes of the November 20th, 2009 meeting at Tunxis were approved 7-0-1. with only minor 
corrections. 
 
3.  No Announcements 
 
4. Old Business 
 
The CC’s ATB (Ability to Benefit) policy was discussed. It was originally designed to assess 
prospective students who do not have a high school diploma or GED. Students must take the English 
and Mathematics Accuplacer tests. (E.g., at Tunxis, an Arithmetic score < 34 puts a student in this 
category, which is about 1/3 of incoming students.) However, instead of steering these students 
toward continuing studies, the community college open door policy prevails and most students still 
enroll in PreAlgebra. (Continuing studies may interfere with other aspects of a student’s academic 
situation, including financial aid.) 
 
CSU institutions do not have formal ATB evaluation, but they have the proficiency policy regarding 
the completion of remedial courses within the first 24 credits of coursework, and they also provide 
generous accommodations for students with learning disabilities.  
 
In terms of waiving the Mathematics requirement, WCSU has been known to use Computer Science 
as a replacement to fulfill the requirement, while UConn has an academic adjustment committee that 
evaluates possible substitutions for quantitative and foreign language requirements based on 
documented disabilities.  
 
5. New Business 
 
Discussion points included: 

• Ways to track academic success of community college students who attend a CSU institution 
(Alain and Senan will try to consult with the Office of Insitutional Research at their 
respective schools). 

• Manchester is working on creating a college algebra course that would sit between 
Intermediate Algebra and Precalculus; it is felt that the jump between these two courses is too 
wide for many students, which has the effect of dragging down the level of the Precalculus 
course.  

• The idea of creating 2 different tracks for Intermediate Algebra (one for students who will be 
continuing, one for students who won’t) was mentioned. In the same vein,  UConn’s MATH 
1011Q (formally MATH 104Q), a 3-credit 5-contact hour Intermediate Algebra with 
modeling course, was mentioned as a potential template for a course for continuing students. 

• The difference between MAT 123 and MAT 167 at  the CCs. 
 
Meeting was adjourned around 2:50 pm. 
Respectfully submitted by A. D’Amour 


