
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Minutes, November 29, 2009 
Tunxis Community College 

Present: Larissa Alikhanova (TRCC), Martin Brock (NCC), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Paul 
Edelen (MCC), Teresa Foley (ACC), Lori Fuller (TxCC retired), Senan Hayes (WCSU), 
Pat Hirschy (ACC), Mark Leach (HCC), Rachael Schettenhelm (GWCC) 
1) The meeting was called to order at 1:35 pm. 

 
2) A motion was made to accept the minutes and passed unanimously. 

 
3) Announcements 
 The committee discussed MyMathLab (MML) and the hard copy text. A purchase 
of MML is good for the life of the text. MML tests are marked right or wrong which 
could result in lower test score. The concepts tested mirror problems in the text. Faculty 
can make their own tests using a variety of formats. Rachael relies on the text when 
teaching in the computer lab, but many students don’t purchase it. Mark’s students use 
PLATO with two student tutors without a text. Senan uses MML exclusively for 
homework and lectures in the classroom. The text is optional. The lessons are posted 
online as power points, and students can download and supplement with notes.  
 The committee discussed different grading policies. Some colleges administer a 
common final graded either by faculty groups or by individual faculty. WCSU offers a 
combined 099/100 that is graded 10% homework, 30% midterm, and 60% final.  

 
4) Old Business 
 The committee continued its discussion about placement processes. The 
Accuplacer provides more student information than just the sub-test scores. It might be 
helpful to explore this information. The Accuplacer cutoff scores for the CCs tend to be 
lower than those used by the CSUs. The CCs are considering adding ACT scores to their 
placement options. ECSU and WCSU already include ACT scores in placement. It would 
be helpful to know how they chose the cutoff scores and if students placed by the ACT 
are successful. 

 
5) New Business 
 Enrollments are high with both CCs and CSUs. This has resulted in even more 
use of adjuncts, which makes professional development difficult. By 2015, the CSUs will 
include an admission requirement that high school students complete four years of 
mathematics including Algebra 2.  
 The CSU policy on Ability to Benefit (ATB) was discussed. By Board policy 
students must pass Math 098 within the first 24 credits of courses. Southern provides 
additional support through the School of Education for students with documented 
learning problems or who otherwise have trouble passing the course. Supports include a 
student contract, mandatory attendance, an embedded tutor, a note taker, required 
meetings with the faculty member, and required daily homework. 

 
6) The meeting adjourned at 3:30. 
Respectfully submitted by Pat Hirschy 


