
 

Minutes of Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Friday, May 8, 2009 

Gateway Community College, North Haven campus, Room 113A 
 
 
Present — 
Kathy Bavelas (GWCC), Martin Brock (NCC), Tim Craine (CCSU), Alain D’Amour (SCSU), 
Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Lori Fuller (TxCC), Miguel Garcia (GWCC), David Gross (UConn), 
Senan Hayes (WCSU), Mark Leach (HCC), Barbara Paskov (MCC), Rachael Schettenhelm 
(GWCC), Milaim Tahiri (MCC) 
 
 
David called meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the March 8, 2009 meeting were approved with minor modifications; nice job, 
Teresa!  
 
Announcements — 
David thanked Senan Hayes for chairing the March 8 meeting. 
 
There was a full house for College Board representative Suzanne Murphy's Accuplacer 
presentation at the April 24 Community College Professional Development Day. Among other 
things, College Board can do an item analysis of our scores; also we can send data to them to 
determine if cut scores are correct for entrance into our courses. 
 
Bob Devaney's presentations at the April 25, 2009 MATYCONN Meeting (The Fractal 
Geometry of the Mandelbrot Set, Spreadsheets: An Amazing Tool to Enliven and Animate 
Mathematics), were excellent! 
 
Another MSP (Math and Science Partnership) program grant will be coming – keep your eyes 
open, as there will be opportunities for training for math and science coaches. 
 
Central Connecticut State University has a new 6th year program in mathematics educational 
leadership, which will start in August; the 3rd course in the sequence, which Tim will teach, will 
run next spring. 
 
 
New Business — 
 
Budget Issues — Discussion took place surrounding statewide hiring freezes, one-year 
temporary appointments, ramifications of budget cuts especially on new faculty and on class 
sizes and supplies. 
 
High School Algebra 1 Reform Project — 
Discussion took place concerning a letter sent to Terri Clark at the CT Academy, from a group 
called the Connecticut Coalition, expressing opposition to the state's proposed high school 
algebra reform, and whether or not we, as a group, should respond. The group appears to have 
criticized the project as not meeting what they consider to be the standards (they appear to be 
using the National Advisory Committee standards written in the 1960s, not the NCTM Standards 



and the CT State Frameworks upon which the curriculum is based). They believe there is a lack 
of topics in the curriculum, e.g., factoring; the new curriculum does have fewer topics than 
traditional courses, but goes into much more depth on linear functions and contrasts linear and 
exponential functions, saving other functions for algebra 2. While what they suggest does work 
for a minority of students, we believe that we need something different than what we’ve been 
doing, i.e., to bring more to the table and keep students there, as failure rates are currently high. 
The group agrees that there are potential problems implementing the new curriculum: some high 
school teachers are against it, technology is not available, often qualified math teachers are not 
available. A pilot will help work out the problems; faculty development is the key – those who 
pilot will help to train teachers (note: money is essential for professional development). 
 
Tim shared a draft letter in support of the project; the group agreed to send a letter of support to 
Terri Clark, as a body, expressing our support of the project. David, as Chair, will send the letter 
to Terri. It was noted that the Academy went to math organizations for support and involvement, 
and used a very inclusive process. Committee members agreed to encourage other organizations 
(Math Issues and MATYCONN) to write letters. 
 
 
 
Date of September meeting: September 11 at Tunxis. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elaine Dinto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


