
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Minutes of February 13, 2009 

Tunxis Community College, Room 6-201 
 
 
Present: Alice Burstein (MXCC), Tim Craine (CCSU), June Decker (TRCC), Elaine Dinto 
(NVCC), Paul Edelen (MCC), Teresa Foley (ACC) Lori Fuller (TXCC), Miguel Garcia 
(GWCC), David Gross (UConn), Christina Gundlach (ECSU), Marty Hartog (SCSU), Senan 
Hayes (WCSU), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Jeff Kenausis (NCC), Mark Leach (HCC), Sal Maimone 
(NWCC)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:33 p.m. by David Gross. 
 
The minutes of the December 12, 2009 meeting at Middlesex were approved. 
 
Announcements — 
1. Bob Devaney, professor of mathematics at Boston University, will be presenting at 

Housatonic CC at the MATYCONN Spring meeting on April 17, 2009; Mark invited all to 
attend and to spread the word! Recipient of numerous awards and a world-renowned expert 
in his chaos theory/dynamical systems, Dr. Devaney has delivered invited lectures on 
dynamical systems and related topics across the U.S. and throughout the world. Published at 
the esoteric level, he also gives numerous hands-on presentations for high school students 
and advises the Chaos Club in the Boston Public Schools; he has been the "Chaos 
Consultant" for several theaters' presentations of Tom Stoppard's play Arcadia. More 
information, including info about spectacular videos designed for classroom settings, can be 
found on his website: http://math.bu.edu/people/bob/. Elaine will send the MATYCONN 
flyer with specifics of his MATYCONN presentation to David for distribution.  

 

2. Tim announced that Arthur Adolfson, Professor of Computer Information Systems and of 
Mathematics at Tunxis CC, is recuperating from a brain injury at Mount Sinai Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Blue Hills Avenue, Hartford; visitors are welcome.  

 

3. The extent of the impact of the State's budget crisis on higher education remains unknown. 
Miguel briefed the group about the Governor's February 5 proposal to merge the state's 
technical high schools with the community colleges, forming new "middle colleges." There is 
considerable concern about working hand-in-hand when the high schools and the community 
college campuses are not in close vicinity, and about the effect on certain programs. The bill 
will face further review by the General Assembly.  

 

4. Marty announced the upcoming Colloquium sponsored by AMTEC (Association of Math 
Teacher Educators in Connecticut) on April 3, at Central CT State University, presented by 
Marlene Megos Lovanio and Charlene Tate-Nichols; focus will be on the new regulations 
currently being proposed for the BEST and State Certification Programs. All those interested 
in math teacher preparation are invited and encouraged to attend. Elaine will email the 
AMTEC Newsletter, with details, to MBSCC members. 
  

Old Business: Algebra I Model Curriculum, High School Reform Plan — In partnership 
with the CT Academy for Education, several MBSCC members, including Paul, Teresa, Tim, 
and Senan, are serving as writers in the CT Algebra I Model Curriculum Grant project. Also 
serving as writers are Andre and June, representing MATYCONN, and Kathy (PIMMS).  
 

June distributed a handout with an overview of guiding principles for the design of the project. 
These include "less is more," making connections within mathematics, problem-based lessons, 



justifying answers, support of instructional practices regarding how material is taught, core 
experiences for all with extensions/increased depth for some, a balanced portfolio of 
assessments, strategic use of technological tools that engage students in learning algebra, and 
essential processes of "justifying, modeling, generalizing, representing, predicting, and 
connecting." The units include patterns, equations, analyzing functions, building functions, 
scatter plots, systems of equations, exponential functions, and a capstone project; June will send 
us a basic outline when it becomes available. She will also send David a list of all those who are 
members of the “Project Team” http://www.math.uconn.edu/~dgross/MBSCC/CTAlgITeam.pdf.  
 

While there is a June 2009 deadline for the completion of the model algebra 1 curriculum, 
implementation of the reform plan is long term (by 2015). The State plan includes four years of 
high school math: algebra 1, geometry, algebra 2 or probability and statistics, and a fourth course 
to be defined. Statewide exams will be administered in algebra 1 and geometry, but will be 
graded at the local level.  
 

Committee members discussed the fact that the algebra 1 model curriculum will be a unifier for 
all high school students, that the core material is a minimum and that there will be increased 
depth and extensions for some, where appropriate. Attempts to address student weaknesses in 
middle school are already in place. It was noted that, theoretically, the CT Frameworks for K-8 
are wonderful, but in practice, economic and social problems result in students being moved 
along even if not academically prepared. The new standards can empower parents and other 
student advocates to see to it that their schools have necessary resources.  
 

The suggestion was made to have an online free algebra 1 textbook. The mathematics 
community needs to do as much as we can; if students are better off educationally, this may 
affect social and cultural issues.  
 

Pat thanked all of those folks who are involved in this valuable program, stating that we 
appreciate their hard work; Committee members unanimously agreed. 
 
New Business: 
Math articulations between CCs, UConn, and CSU — Pat posed questions specifically about 
transfer issues concerning computer science, math for secondary education teaching, and 
Asnuntuck’s math honors program. There is no general CSU guaranteed admissions agreement; 
courses differ at each university, thus transfer agreements will differ.  
 

Committee members agreed that it would benefit students if we could work together to offer the 
proper courses (calculus 3, differential equations, and linear algebra) within a two-year time 
span. Suggestions included “traveling” courses among colleges, or offering courses via 
video/TV. Sometimes getting a course off the ground requires that it be talked up for years with 
other departments and with high school folks. Other suggestions included contacting the high 
school partnership person at the college and looking into STEM grants. 
 
Placement Issues — Pat mentioned that at the Math Issues Meeting in the morning the 
Committee shared ideas of what we can do to help students before, during, and after Accuplacer 
testing. The Committee is making progress in assessing cut-off scores, and will continue to 
assess other policies and procedures surrounding Accuplacer. 
 

At SCSU, students who take Accuplacer but do not place into MAT 100 have the option of 
taking a summer ALEKS workshop, then retaking Accuplacer. Those who do this have a good 
success rate, but it is unknown whether their success is due to the ALEKS program, or to taking 
a summer course at the university. Southern also has “bargain rates” for summer courses. 
 

At ECSU, students who fail elementary algebra can retake Accuplacer and place out that way, 
but sometimes they have not learned enough to do well in the next course. 
 



At CCSU, the price for taking MAT 099 during the summer has been lowered. In addition, there 
are workshops offered under Continuing Education, which cost considerably less than credit 
courses.  
 

At Housatonic, Achieving the Dream financed a 3-week self-paced workshop comprised of 
arithmetic tutoring, open by invitation only to particularly motivated students; half of the 
students significantly improved their Accuplacer placement by one course, some by more than 
one course. HCC is currently tracking the progress of these students. 
 

SAT placement vs. Accuplacer placement — CCSU uses a combination of SAT and Accuplacer 
scores for placement; at another time, Tim will share specifics. Likewise, SCSU uses Math SAT 
scores first for entering freshmen, then backed up by Accuplacer if a student requests; for 
transfer students, if they are not transferring in math courses, Accuplacer is used. ECSU is 
currently studying the correlation between Accuplacer and SATs. WCSU uses a score of 600 on 
the math SAT for placement into college level courses.  
  
Response to State alignment legislation — Miguel reported that the Math Issues Committee 
will soon be sending to the System Office the CCs Intermediate Algebra outcomes and a revised 
plan for alignment work for spring 2009; Tim reported that the CSUs completed work on SAT 
and Accuplacer placement. 
 
Next MBSCC meeting will be held on March 13, 2009, at Naugatuck Valley CC, in Technology 
Hall, T531.  
  
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Elaine Dinto 
 
 


