
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
  

Minutes 12-12-08 – Middlesex Community College 

Present:  Alain D' Amour (SCSU), Kathy Bavelas (GCC), Alice Burstein (MXCC), Elaine Dinto 
(NVCC), Paul Edelen (MCC), Teresa Foley (ACC)  Lori Fuller (TXCC), David Gross (UConn), 
Christina Gundlach (ECSU), Marty Hartog (SCSU), Senan Hayes (WCSU), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Steve 
Krevisky (MXCC), Jeff McGowan (CCSU), Barbara Paskov (MCC), Sam Sagong (MXCC), Rachael 
Schettenhelm (GCC), Milaim Tahiri (MCC) , Pam Wahl (MXCC) 

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm by David Gross. 

2. The minutes of the November 14, 2008 meeting at CCSU were approved as written.  

3. All present expressed their gratitude to Alice Burstein and the Center for Teaching at Middlesex for 
the delightful luncheon that was provided for our meeting.  

4. Announcements: Impact of budget reductions. 

David Gross explained the impact of the State of Connecticut budgetary reductions on mathematics 
offerings at the University of Connecticut. The greatest impact will be felt by students enrolled in a 
calculus sequence. The course instruction format will now be lecture (3 hours) with 200-300 students 
supplemented by classroom recitations (2 hours). Four credits will be awarded for successful 
completion. 

A similar paradigm may befall business calculus and the linear algebra/probability/differential equations 
offerings. A ripple effect may emerge from these changes. Students struggling with mathematics 
concepts may be impacted the most. 

CCSU and SCSU have searches in progress for position vacancies. There is uncertainty about funding to 
fill future vacancies that may occur. 

Alain D’Amour remarked that budgetary issues may also be addressed by increasing hybrid and online 
courses and by creative course scheduling.  

5. Old Business:  

Several MBSCC members who attended the AMATYC meeting in Washington reported on their 
activities. The following are but a few examples of the interesting activities reported upon. 

Pat Hirschy reported on the high school math panel research. Their research did not support any specific 
position on controversial issues such as calculators. More research is needed regarding controversial 
issues in mathematics education.  

Kathy Bavelas reported about a session that highlighted basic skills deficits that are rife in students 
enrolled higher level mathematics offerings. She reports that the notion of e may be better developed by 
areas than by the usual compound interest paradigm.  Kathy represented MATYCONN as a delegate. 

Rachel Schettenhelm reported about a novel placement method used by a college in Massachusetts that 
takes into account a variety of factors and determines each student’s math placement by consensus, 
weighing placement scores, self assessment of math anxiety, high school transcripts, and SAT scores. 
Faculty receive financial support for this work. While laborious, their unique placement rubric seems to 
work.   

Teresa Foley reported about the Project Access Fellowship opportunity. She herself has been involved 
with the fellowship and encouraged others to pursue the mentoring and professional development 
opportunity afforded through this project. Participants must be in their first, second, or third year as full 
time faculty at a two year college and are required to complete a research project. Information about 
application for cohort 6 will be available on February 10, 2009. URL: http://www.access.amatyc.org/ 



 

6. New Business  

David Gross explained the Algebra I Model Curriculum initiative. The RFP had been emailed to all 
MBSCC members in advance of the meeting and several members attended an informational session at 
the Connecticut Academy on Monday, December 8, 2008. David distributed copies of the handout from 
the informational session to everyone present. MBSCC has been invited to be a partner group in the 
collaborative effort. The process will involve subcommittees working on GLEs (grade level 
expectations), Components (units of instruction and instructional strategies) and Assessments 
(formative, benchmark, and end of course). Hallmarks of the initiative are to include engagement, 21st 
century skills, and rigor. June Decker was unable to attend today’s MBSCC meeting but had attended 
the information session and communicated details of that session to David by email, which he shared 
with those present. Paul Edelen had also attended the informational session and he explained details of 
the process, organizational plan, and timing. After hearing the details of the initiative, a motion for 
MBSCC to support the Connecticut Academy’s effort formally called “The CT Plan: Algebra I 
Curriculum Collaborative” was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

David asked for those who would be interested in participating in the process to come forth. June 
Decker had previously expressed her interest. Teresa Foley, Senan Hayes, Lori Fuller, and Paul Edelen 
expressed a desire to participate as representatives of MBSCC. 

With nothing further, the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by P. Edelen  
 


