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Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Friday, May 9, 2008 

Central Connecticut State University 
 
 

Attending:  Mark Leach (HCC), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Pat Hirschy (ACC), David Gross 
(UCONN), Sally Lesik (CCSU), Tim Craine (CCSU), Miguel Garcia (GWCC), Teresa Foley 
(HCC), Christina Gundlach (ECSU), Gabriel Adamak (NCC), Larisa Alikhanova (TRCC), Rob 
Clark (TCC) 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:40PM. 
 

• The minutes of the April 18, 2008 meeting were accepted. 
 
• Announcements 
 
 Pat Hirschy was asked to give a report on May 19, 2008 to the Connecticut Board of 
 Governors of how the CC’s are addressing common course placements. 
 
 Mark Leach announced that there will be two meetings of MATYCONN this upcoming 
 year, one to be on Algebra II and one to be on Chaos Theory.  The meetings are 
 scheduled for 1PM – 6:30PM on Friday, October 24, 2008 at Gateway CC, and on 
 Friday, April 17, 2008 at Housatonic CC. 
 
• Old Business 
 
 Tim Craine gave an update on what has transpired regarding the common course 
 numbering and alignment for the CSU’s.  He noted that the elementary and intermediate 
 algebra courses, and the math for elementary teachers and math for liberal arts courses 
 appear to be well-aligned amongst the four institutions.  Some work still remains 
 regarding the alignment of the calculus courses, and the discrete mathematics courses. 
 
 Tim Craine also presented a draft statement regarding the common cutoff scores for the 
 CSU’s, in which a students SAT math score is used as the primary placement mechanism 
 with other placement options at the discretion of each institution.   
 
 Pat Hirschy noted that the CC’s were given the charge to assess student learning 
 outcomes in Intermediate Algebra in order to align such courses throughout the system. 
 

David Gross explained that UCONN now offers a new class which carries 3 credits 
although it meets for 5 credit hours per week and is called “Introductory College Algebra 
with Mathematical Modeling”, Math 1011Q. The course consists of intermediate algebra 
along with beginning modeling.  A student who successfully completes this course 
receives Q-credit. 
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 Pat Hirschy stated that herself and Elaine Dinto were making a grid of learning outcomes 
 for intermediate algebra.  They will send a blank table to the committee for reference.  
 Pat also mentioned the need to broaden the placement process and to make it more 
 holistic.   
 
 Christina Gundlach described her experience with a pilot course she designed which 
 consists of elementary algebra plus a one credit workshop.  In the workshop, students 
 were exposed to different study strategies such as how to take notes in a math class and 
 deal with math anxiety.  They were offered practice sheets and given the opportunity to 
 preview what they would be learning in the future.  Student response to this pilot was 
 positive, and ECSU plans to consider running this course again in the future. 
 

• New Business 
 
 Due to the difficulty for folks to bounce around the state to the committee meetings, it 
 was agreed upon that most of the meetings should be held in central Connecticut.  The 
 dates for the meetings are as follows: 
 
 Friday, September 12, 2008 at 1:30pm (Gateway North Haven) 
 Friday, October 17, 2008, at 1:30pm (Tunxis CC) 
 Friday, November 14, 2008, at 1:30pm (Central CT State University) 
 Friday, December 12, 2008, at 1:30pm (Middlesex CC) 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sally A. Lesik 

 


