
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Minutes of February 8, 2008 Meeting 
Manchester Community College, Room D228 
 
Present – Larisa Alikhanova (TRCC), Rob Clark (TCC), Tim Craine (CCSU), Elaine Dinto 
(NVCC), Paul Edelen (MCC), Miguel Garcia (GCC), David Gross (UConn), Christina Gundlach 
(ECSU), Marty Hartog (SCSU), Pat Hirshy (ACC), Marlene Lavanio (CSDE), Mark Leach 
(HCC), Marimi Matsushita (CCSU),Barbara Paskor (MCC), Charles Rocca (WCSU), Rachael 
Schettenhelm (GCC), Milaim Tahiri (MCC). 
 

1. David called the meeting to order at 1:45pm. 
 

2. Minutes from December 14, 2007 were approved with no amendments and special thanks 
to Elaine! 

 
3. Announcements – (Old Business) 

a. Marlene with the State Department of Education update: 
• Grade 6-8 Curriculum and Instruction for Mathematics website is updated.  See 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde  
b. Miguel asked Marlene if CT is using alternative methods of assessing students’ 

readiness for graduation.   
• Marlene response was: 

o CT is working on a high school reform that will focus on: 
 Core curriculum that includes 24 credits and ‘end-of-course-

exams’ for both Algebra I and II which would be required for all 
students  

 Rigor 
 Engagement 
 21st Century Skills 

o This model curriculum will include Geometry and Algebra I and II.  If 
passed, it will be the new state standard and will be strongly enforced in 
those districts that need it most.  Since there will be a common state 
exam, it will be enforced throughout the state. 

o There will be a cost analysis regarding this reform, as it will be very 
costly, but there are a lot of people behind it. 

 
c. In response to this update, Tim and Miguel discussed the idea of using this exam as a 

placement exam.  This idea was not supported, but provided a platform for a 
discussion surrounding the need for students to take a rigorous mathematics class 
during their senior year.  Everyone agreed that students loose too many skills if there 
is a year between high school math and college math classes.   

 
d. Update from Rachael and Miguel regarding Gateway CC – 2012.  The new plans for 

the downtown building are now on-line and Rachel excitedly suggested that we 
check them out.  The plan is to keep the North Haven campus for the automotive 
programs and have most of the other programs at the new campus. 

 
e. Update from Pat regarding Asnuntuck CC.  They have a position open in the 

Mathematics Department.  This announcement sparked a conversation regarding the 
Master’s degrees in Math Ed. vs. Pure Mathematics.  Marty raised a question about 



the degree requirements for a full-time position at a CC.  Mark and Pat noted that 
their institutions state Math or Math Ed. Master’s degrees are accepted, but this is not 
necessarily the case for sister community colleges.   

 
f. Update from Mark regarding Middlesex CC conference.  The main focus of the 

conference was to narrow the band and make the Accuplacer cut-scores uniform 
between the CC’s.  At Housatonic CC, there will be more students placed in the 095 
class that previously would have placed into 137 because of the new cut-score model.  
It was noted that this conference was mandated by the legislature and that there was 
not proper notification regarding the focus of the conference when the Math faculty 
at the CT CC’s were notified.   

 
g. Pat noted that the CC system recently checked the validity placement power of 

Accuplacer and found that there is no significant relationship between where a 
student is placed (using Accuplacer) and where the student belongs (based on math 
skills).  Tim requested to put a link to the findings of this study in the minutes.  The 
conference had great attendance and was successful in bringing a lot of new learning 
to both the administration as well as faculty that attended. The web site for the 
Accuplacer report presented at the Basic Skills conference at MxCC in November is 
http://www.commnet.edu/planning/Assessment/BasicSkills/BasicSkills.htm.  

 
h. In response to this update regarding Accuplacer, the group agreed that multiple 

measures of skills and abilities are necessary to accurately place students.  No single 
measure will be accurate all the time.  Also, Miguel noted that the common cut-
scores mandate is mainly politically motivated.  It helps students and parents ‘feel 
good’, but doesn’t necessarily benefit students’ academically.  It was noted that there 
is a strong call for faculty participation regarding the implementation of this mandate.  
It is encouraging that faculty input is important to the legislature. 

 
i. Miguel referred to a response created by Miguel, Elaine, and Pat regarding this 

mandate.  A request was made to put a link to the response in the minutes. The Math 
Math Issues Minutes for December 2007 at http://www.nv3.commnet.edu/matyconn, 
select Math Issues, scroll down for the minutes. 

 
j. Update from Paul and Marlene regarding the ATOMIC conference on November 25, 

2007.  David provided a brief history of the work that lead up to the presentation that 
Paul and Marlene made at the conference.  Special mention was made of all the hard 
work that provided the foundation for the successful presentation by the Algebra II 
subcommittee (part of the Math Alignment Transition Council).  Both Paul and 
Marlene are to be congratulated for the incredible documents and materials that they 
created for the presentation.  Marlene noted that around 55 people participated in the 
presentation and that it was a great success.   

 
k. Tim asked Marlene about the Math/Science Partnership Grant to see if it would 

support a partnership between a CSU and a local high school to implement the 
‘Functional approach to Algebra II’ model.  Marlene agreed that this type of 
partnership would fit under the guideline for the grant.  David noted that the 
implementation should begin in Urban schools to make the greatest impact.  Paul 
plans to teach a course in the Continuing Education program at Manchester CC to 
expose high school teachers to the functional approach.  Marlene suggested that the 



group go to the wikispaces website http://ctalgebra2.wikispaces.com/ and view the 
Power Point presentation and other supporting materials.   

 
l. Elaine clarified that the CCP agreement at NVCC requires 100% adherence to 

Naugatuck's syllabus, which includes an emphasis on multiple representations of 
functions.   

 
m. Update on David Shaffer’s request for a representative from M.A.T. Algebra II group 

to give a talk to teachers at New Milford H.S.  Marlene has agreed to give this talk.   
 

4. New Business –  
a. Pat and Elaine CCP update- 

• Planning on using Accuplacer as an exit exam for CCP. 
 

b. Tim update CSUS report- 
• Common course # meeting before next MBSCC meeting between Math 

Departments of CSU’s 
• Standardize cut-off scores 

 
c. Elaine update on Maintenance of Task Force on Common Course Numbering in 

CC’s 
• Common outcomes of classes, not description 

 
5. The meeting adjourned at 3:14 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christina Gundlach 


