
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
October 12, 2007, GWCC 

 Minutes 
  
 
Present: Larisa Alikhanova (TRCC), Kathy Bavelas (GWCC), Rob Clark (TXCC), Alain 
D’Amour (SCSU), Tim Craine (CCSU), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Paul Edelen (MCC), Andre 
Freeman (CCC), Miguel Garcia (GWCC), David Gross (UConn), Christina Gundlach (ECSU), 
Marty Hartog (SCSU), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Marlene Lovanio (CSDE), Joy Mark (QVCC), 
Chuck Rocca (WCSU), Rachael Schettenhelm (GWCC), Pam Wahl (MxCC).  
Guest: Dean Mary Ann Affleck (CCC). 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:30 pm by David Gross. Members of the committee welcomed  
Dean Affleck and introduced themselves. 
 
2. Minutes of the September 14th, 2007 meeting were approved unanimously. 
  
3. Announcements: The following meetings and activities were announced: 
 

• MATYCONN: Friday, October 26th, 2007 at NVCC; Dr. Michael Nabel (Quinnipiac 
University) will do a presentation on “Math Magic”. (Miguel Garcia – GWCC) 

• Board of Governors presentation on initiatives to be discussed today:  
Wednesday October 16th, 2007. (Pat Hirschy – ACC) 

• CT Community College-wide meeting regarding Accuplacer. (Pam Wahl – MxCC) 
• ATOMIC: November 26th, 2007 Presentation on the final materials from the  

Algebra II subgroup of the MAT Council (Marlene Lovanio – CSDE)   
• An offering encompassing the topic of “Improving student mathematics courses through 

incorporating Career Technical Education” November 6th, 2007 (CCSU) 
 
The meeting dates for MBSCC for this year were revisited. The current iteration stands as 
follows: 
 

11/9 WCSU 
12/14 GWCC 
2/8 MCC 
3/14 NVCC 
4/18 UConn 
5/9 CCSU 

 
(The May meeting is tentative, should there be pending business that requires immediate 
attention before the summer break). 
  
4. New Business: 
                                                   
Dean Mary Ann Affleck was welcomed as a representative of the Council of Academic Deans. 
Dean Affleck addressed the Committee. She recounted the salient points of the dialogue that 
transpired at the meeting earlier today with the Math Issues Committee. The scope of that 
dialogue focused on the implications of SB 1318 (Special Act 07-7) as interpreted by the System 
Office. Several questions arose during these discussions with the Math Issues Committee that she 
will address with Chief Academic Officer Paul Susen. Once these concerns are clarified, she will 
provide guidance about the mandate to have an action plan in place for alignment of Accuplacer 



cut scores for placement into credit bearing community college mathematics courses. The 
deadline for an action plan is currently set at 1/1/08. 
 
After providing this background, Dean Affleck entertained comments from MBSCC regarding 
the broader challenge facing the CCs, CSUs, and UConn as an interlocking network of 
“constituent units” to create a more predictable framework for placing students and ensuring 
credit transfer opportunities when appropriate. She cited the North Carolina model as an example 
of such a framework. A lively discussion ensued, with representatives of the CSUs and UConn 
weighing in on the difficulty of aligning placement scores and course numbering at their several 
institutions. Chief among the concerns voiced was the diverse constituencies serviced by their 
universities and the diverse academic directions that student pursue. David Gross (UConn) raised 
the issue that a rigorously aligned Accuplacer cut score policy would ultimately lead to 
secondary schools “teaching to the test”. In their deliberations on the issue, the CSUs intend to 
engage all stakeholders in the process including discipline level oversight and faculty 
governance. The process has implications for the entire structure of awarding degrees, 
particularly in “Gen Ed”. Dean Affleck expressed appreciation to the Committee for their input 
and pledged to bring these concerns to the Council of Deans. 
 
Marlene Lovanio representing the CSDE cited the work of the Algebra II subgroup and her plans 
to showcase this work at ATOMIC. She shared the concerns of K-12 that college entrance 
expectations seem at times to be a “moving target”. Tim Crain (CCSU) expressed the notion that 
the “cut scores” provide only a rough approximation of student success. The notion of 
equivalences and transferability have inherent limitations. This led to a discussion about the risk 
of “teaching to the Accuplacer” and the fact that math gets “rusty” when students do not take a 
12th grade math course. Pam Wahl (MxCC) expressed concerns about the “skills based” nature of 
the test. Pat Hirschy (ACC) restated the position that the Accuplacer process is very rough and 
not an authentic representation of student knowledge and the system needs to incorporate 
flexibility into the “art” of placement. It should be a holistic process. 
 
The developmental math sequence at the CSUs became the next focus. Christine Gundlach 
(ECSU) discussed their plans to implement an enhancement to their developmental course 098 
and their entry level course 101W (with workshop). The enhancement permits students who 
perceive themselves as failing 098 to withdraw and enroll in 101W for the next semester. The 
mechanism in place will be to agree to a C/NC grade meaning credit/no credit. If they are failing, 
they will not get credit, but can still enroll in 101W, thus avoiding repeating 098 entirely. This 
type of “accommodation” was discussed at length by the Committee as a mechanism to retain 
students and keep them engaged. 
 
The final discussion topic was the broad issue of admission from a CT Community College to 
UConn and CSUs after completing an Associate’s Degree, and transferability of course credit. 
Members of the MBSCC shared their knowledge about this issue, but there seemed to be a need 
to clarify the exact nature of the agreements involved. Committee members will research their 
institution guidelines and report back. 
 
5. Meeting was formally adjourned at 3:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Paul Edelen 
MCC 


