
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
September 14, 2007, ECSU 

Minutes 
 
Present:      Jean-Marc Cenet (TXCC), Rob Clark (TXCC), Alain D’Amour (SCSU), Marsha  

Davis (ECSU), June Decker (TRCC), Teresa Foley (HCC), Miguel Garcia (GCC), 
David Gross (UConn), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Pete Johnson (ECSU), Barbra Paskov 
(MCC), Chuck Rocca (WCSU), Milaim Tahiri (MCC)  

 
1.  Meeting called to order at 1:40 pm. 
 
2.  The minutes of the March 30th , 2007 meeting were approved unanimously after the following 
modification: the last sentence of the last paragraph that starts with “The work of the M.A.T….” 
should be deleted.  
 
3.  Announcements: The meeting dates for this year were firmed up. The final calendar is now as 
follows: 
October 12 at GCC,  
November 9 at WCSU,  
December 14 at MCC,  
February 8 at GCC,  
March 14 at UConn,  
April 18 at NVCC,  
May 9 at CCSU  
(the May meeting is tentative, should there be pending business that requires immediate attention 
before the summer break).   

 
4. Alain D’Amour gave an update on the status of the M.A.T. Council. German Bermudez has put 
the committee’s activities on hold until he can better define the committee’s mission to ensure 
that it does not duplicate some of the work done by other committees and task forces sponsored 
by the CSU System and others. Dr. Bermudez expressed his intention of holding a meeting with 
the four CSU Mathematics Chairpersons to discuss issues relating to math alignment between 
high school and college, math placement in college, Accuplacer cut-off scores and common 
course numbering throughout the CSU System. In the meantime, the Algebra 2 Committee is 
continuing its work on a document that would constitute the beginning of a framework for 
Algebra II in CT high schools. The committee met throughout the last academic year and 8 
committee members met for a full day of work last August. The committee is holding another 
work session on September 21st. Marlene Lovanio of the CT State Dept of Education intends to 
present the results at the ATOMIC Conference this coming November. 
 
5. The committee engaged in a lengthy discussion of SB 1318 (which became Special Act 07-7) 
passed by the CT Legislature in the spring of 2007. This piece of legislation requires the CSU 
System to devise a plan for common course numbering similar to the one already in place at the 
community colleges. Much wisdom from community college folks who went through this ordeal 
some years ago was dispensed. Several important points and suggestions were made as they 
pertain to common course numbering. Among them: 
- at the CCs, the numbering process was not handled the same way in all discipline, mostly due to 
a lack of communication; so the procedures should be made clear to all departments to attain 
uniform results across disciplines, 
- when assigning numbers, consideration should be given to # of credits, prerequisites, and 
adherence to course content, 
- the new course number scheme should allow for future expansion, 



- the process should start with the courses that are most commonly agreed upon and hence offer 
the least resistance, 
- much thought must be given to the resources needed to carry out this work; obligations on the 
part of ALL faculty should be made clear from the start, 
- administrative software has to be tweaked so it distinguishes between old and new course 
numbers, 
-  transfer agreements must be taken into account, 
- ideally, final approval of the work should be done in an informed manner and not by an 
administrator who was not privy to the rationale behind the numbering, 
- once completed, provisions need to be made for maintaining the work. 
David Gross pointed out that in the fall of 2008, UConn is moving to a 4-digit course numbering 
system. 
 
6. SB 1318 also mandates some form of uniformization of math placement cut-off scores. A 
discussion on placement ensued. Several members pointed out that the placement cut-off scores at 
their schools were established a long time ago and that they didn’t really know the rationale 
behind those particular numerical choices. Issues of correlation between Accuplacer and SATs, 
data collection to assess cut-off scores, and placement as a process involving several variables (as 
opposed to reliance on one test score) were also discussed. David Gross handed out copies of the 
document that shows the Accuplacer cut-of scores at all 12 CCs and the 4 CSUs. 
 
7. Barbara Paskov talked about the P-16 Council. This committee (along with its two subgroups 
on curriculum and data) is working on making the transition from high school to college as 
seamless as possible. Barbara will email a draft of a document from the Council which will be 
appended to these minutes. 
 
8. Miguel Garcia and Pat Hirschy brought up the new incarnation of Tech Prep. It is now referred 
to as CCP (College Career Pathway). Miguel will invite CCP folks to attend the Math Issues 
Committee as well as the next MBSCC meeting on October 12th . 
 
Meeting was adjourned around 3:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by A. D’Amour 
 
 
 
 


