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Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
October 13, 2006 

Manchester Community College 
 
Present: Jean-Marc Cenet, Alain D'Amour, Elaine Dinto, Teresa Foley, Miguel Garcia, 
David Gross, Christina Gundlach, Pat Hirschy, Joe Karnowski, Mark Leach, Barbara 
Paskov, Rachael Schettenhelm 
 
1. Minutes were approved from the April 28 and September 15 meetings. 
 
2. Joe announced that the MATYCONN conference will be held on October 20 at 

Norwalk. The morning session will be a workshop on Mathematics Across the 
Community College Curriculum (MAC3), encouraging connections across 
disciplines. The afternoon session will consist of presentations on various 
computer software. 

 
 Joe and Barbara announced that the Leadership Council will be meeting on 

October 24 with legislators and other constituents that impact on teaching and 
learning. The Council has representatives from various mathematics and science 
organizations. Its' goal is to further mathematics and science education. 

 
 Christina described a developmental mathematics conference she attended that 

was sponsored by Houghton Mifflin. The publisher offers a study book for math 
study skills that can be incorporated into mathematics courses at all levels. 
Christina offered to obtain copies of the study book for interested committee 
members. 

 
3. The November 10 meeting will be held at Capital Community College. David will 

check with Andre Freeman regarding the room locations. 
 
4. Alain announced that the MAT Council will continue under the leadership of 

German Bermudez at the CSU Central Office. The committee discussed the 
September 29 MAT Council conference, with consensus that it went well. 
Members expressed their appreciation of Alain's efforts working with the 
conference center at Southern. The conference roundtable discussions offered 
improved communication and understanding among the education tiers. 
Constructive comments were provided at the summary session. Suggestions were 
offered to improve the Algebra II document and to improve communication. Next 
steps were suggested such as reviewing placement processes, offering pilot 
projects to implement the Algebra II document, and providing professional 
development activities. 

 
 The committee discussed different high school/college partnerships that allow a 

student to earn college credit while in high school. The University of Connecticut 
offers an Early College Experience (ECE). Teachers are certified through the 
Mathematics Department. For the calculus courses, UConn sends core questions 
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to participating teachers, two days prior to student testing, to be incorporated into 
the final exam. The results are returned to the department for their assessment. 
The UConn Mathematics Department is responsible for assigning the student 
grade. Students are charged $25 per college credit for the course. 

 
 The community colleges participate in Tech Prep, a federally funded program to 

encourage middle-quartile high school students to consider enrolling in college. 
Tech prep articulations are not consistent among the 12 community colleges. The 
responsibilities and authorities of individual mathematics departments are not 
clear. The Math Issues Committee requested clarification from Dr. Susen at the 
2004 and 2006 System-wide Professional Days. 

 
 The committee discussed the need for clarification regarding CSU and UConn 

acceptance of Tech Prep credits. At this time, the community college does not 
indicate tech prep credit on student transcripts. Receiving colleges would not 
know if mathematics credits were earned at the community college or at a high 
school. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:40. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Pat Hirschy 


