
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
September 15, 2006 

Minutes 
 
Present: P. Barker-Jones (Waterbury Public Schools) , A. Burstein(MCC), R. Clark (TCC), A. 
D’Amour (SCSU), J. Decker (TRCC), E. Dinto (NVCC), M. Garcia (GCC), D. Gross (UConn), 
C. Gundlach (ECSU), M. Hartog (SCSU), P. Hirschy (ACC), J. Karnowski (NCC), S. Lesik 
(CCSU), A. Lubell (WCSU), B. Paskov (MCC) 
 
1.  Meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
2. Minutes of the April 28, 2006 meeting were not available and will be approved at the 

next meeting. However, they can now be found at  
http://www.math.uconn.edu/~dgross/MBSCC/2006-04MBSCCMinutes.pdf

 
3. Announcements: 

a. The fall meeting of MATYCONN will be held October 20, 2006 at Norwalk CC. 
Registration forms are available at http://www.nv3.commnet.edu/matyconn. 

b. The fall NES/MAA meeting will be at Sacred Heart University on Nov. 17-18, 
2006. 

c. The AMATYC Conference will be held in Cincinnati on November 2-5, 2006. 
d. Christina Gundlach, the Director of Developmental Math at Eastern Connecticut 

State University, was welcomed as a new member to the committee. 
d. The recent NCTM report about teaching basic skills was brought to the attention 

of the committee. 
e. The report from MAT Council Subcommittee was distributed and discussed. The 

report will be used as a topic of discussion at the round table discussions during 
the MAT conference on September 29, 2006 at Southern Connecticut State 
University. There is a link from the Basic Skills webpage to the report. The report 
can be distributed for review prior to the conference. 

f. The MAT Conference has 90 people currently registered, many from the high 
schools. There will be 8 people per table during the round table discussions. There 
is a need for one moderator per table to guide discussion and take notes. Marlene 
Megos Lovanio will distribute guidelines prior to lunch. Discussions will go from 
12:30 to 2:30. It was encouraged that we invite colleagues. Tech Prep funds at 3 
River are being used to fund attendance to the conference. Three focus questions 
will be discussed: In what ways is the material outlined in this document different 
from current Algebra 2 classes? To what extent does the material outlined in this 
document prepare students for a fourth year of math and/or for college level 
mathematics? What needs to be done to be able to have a document that will have 
significant impact on Algebra 2 courses throughout Connecticut? What else is 
needed and what are the barriers?  

g. Dates and locations for the next meetings are:  
 10/13 Manchester CC  
 11/10   Capital CC 
 12/8 Middlesex CC  

http://www.math.uconn.edu/%7Edgross/MBSCC/2006-04MBSCCMinutes.pdf
http://www.nv3.commnet.edu/matyconn


 1/26 Gateway CC (North Haven Campus) 
 2/23 Naugatuck Valley CC 
Rooms and directions to the locations need to be provided. 

  
4. New Business: 

a. David Gross was nominated and unanimously elected as Chair of the committee. 
b. The CSU Policy on the transfer of courses was discussed. Several points were 

made. For a course to transfer from a Community College to a CSU institution, it 
must have an intermediate algebra prerequisite. WCSU changed their prerequisite 
for general education courses to an A in Elementary Algebra or a passing grade in 
Intermediate Algebra.  Community College’s need consistency from the CSU 
system to help them communicate mathematics demands. We still need to be able 
to identify the skill set for intermediate algebra. There is a standing advisory 
articulation subcommittee of the Board of Trustees that discusses policies to help 
students avoid taking the wrong courses. While there is consistency for CSU and 
UConn in their transfer policies, other universities are not always consistent.  

c. D. Gross suggested that Math Issues again examine if there is still conformity 
among the Community College courses.  

d. The future of the MAT Council with Estela Lopez leaving was discussed. The 
issue is currently up in the air to see if another person will pick up the work Estela 
was doing to bring different players together in mathematics education in the state 
together. P. Barker-Jones urged that this process continue. After some discussion 
about different possibilities, it was decided to take our cue from Estela. 

e. Placement was raised as a topic for discussion this year. Issues to be discussed 
include different Accuplacer cutoffs; the need for more measures in the placement 
process; the possible use of the MAA/Maple instrument; the use of SAT scored in 
placing students; UConn’s policy of self placement; establishment of exit criteria; 
the need for core content that you make sure everyone covers; the SCSU policy of 
receiving a C- or better for all courses that are required as a prerequisite; the 
WCSU project in which Danbury and Bethel High School take Accuplacer as a 
junior and then take another math class as seniors prior to taking the test again; 
and the use of the CAPT Test for placement. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by M. Hartog 

 


