
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
CCSU, Vance Rm 320 

April 28, 2006 
Minutes  

 
Present: Kathy Bavelas (GWCC), Alice Burstein (MxCC), Rob Clark (TCC), Alain 
D’Amour (SCSU),  David Gross (UCONN), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Mark Leach (HCC), 
Sally Lesik (CCSU), Barbara Paskov (MCC), Jean-Marc Cenet (TCC) 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m.  
 
2. Minutes of March 10, 2006, were amended and then accepted. 
 
3. Pat Hirschy supplied some handouts from the NEMATYC conference of April 21-22 

in New Hampshire.  
 
4. Kathy Bavelas talked about the upcoming Contemporary Algebra Workshop at 

Gateway CC May 31-June2. A flyer for the workshop and registration form are 
appended at the end of the minutes.  

 
5. Kathy’s announcement generated a lively discussion about reform in Precalculus and 

in College Algebra. A discussion about the transition about the “jump” from 
Intermediate Algebra to Precalculus. Alain D’Amour noted that SCSU has Math 108 
to deal with students who leave Intermediate Algebra but are not ready for 
Precalculus.  

 
6. Alain D’Amour mentioned his recent experience with testing some (25-30) junior 

standing students attending Foran High School (Milford). A strong majority of them 
tested (with ACCUPLACER) into their current level or above (which is out of Math 
095). This reinforced what happened the previous year at Foran and Jonathan Law 
High Schools. The discussion then came around to this being justification for students 
to take mathematics during their senior year.  

 
7. Mark Leach then mentioned Housatonic CC’s Middle College experiment. This is 

where some area high school students (about 30) are bused to Housatonic CC to take 
Intermediate Algebra during the winter intersession of their 4th year. Afterwards they 
were tested with ACCUPLACER and this year 80% test into Intermediate Algebra or 
higher. Next year, the Middle College is hoping to grow to 60 students. 

 
8. Pat Hirschy mentioned that the Math Alignment and Technology (MAT) Council has 

a speaker form. The group thought that a call for proposals should go out a few times 
as many faculty might have missed the email send out by Mildred Hernandez on the 
part or Dr. Estela Lopez, Vice Chancellor of the CSU System. The conference is on 
September 29, 2006. The conference web site is http://www.ct.edu/mathconf. 

 
9. Pat Hirschy notified the MBSCC that Marlene Megos, David Gross and herself, 

forming a subcommittee of the MAT Council, met on April 18 to discuss what is seen 
as Intermediate Algebra from the college’s point of view. The subcommittee largely 
agreed with the recommendations made by the MBSCC. Minutes from that 
subcommittee meeting where not yet available at the time of this MBSCC meeting. 

 

http://www.ct.edu/mathconf


10. Sally Lesik mentioned that CCSU is planning to change their placement procedures 
for the Fall 2006 entering class. They will first place students based on their Math 
SAT score. If students disagree with their placement, they can elect to be tested by 
ACCUPLACER and placed accordingly. Students will place out of Math 101 if they 
have a 550 or more and they will place out of 099 if they have 450 or more on the 
Math SAT. 

 
11. Alain D’Amour mentioned that SCSU will run a pilot project this summer consisting 

of about two workshops for a limited number of students who place (via 
ACCUPLACER) into Elementary or Intermediate Algebra. Then after the summer 
workshop, they will be retested, again with ACCUPLACER. 

 
12. Pat Hirschy mentioned that there is a new diagnostic tool put out by Maple and the 

MAA.  
 
13. Kathy Bavelas will be hosting the next MBSCC meeting/barbecue at her house (May 

12, 2006) at 56 Pratte Lane in Wolcott, CT starting at 12:00 noon. All MBSCC 
members and their significant others are welcome. PLEASE RSVP to Kathy Bavelas 
<kbavelas@adelphia.net> or at 203-879-9676 if you plan of coming. This way, she 
will know how much food to plan for. Also, of course, any extra dishes (potato salad, 
desert, etc) will be quite welcome and appreciated. Here is a link for the directions to 
Kathy’s place. 

 
From Kathy: My neighbor at 58 Pratte—red cottage set down below the road will let us 
use her steep driveway and parking area near her red cottage.  Folks then walk across the 
lawn to my driveway.  My house also has a very steep driveway since we are on the lake 
rather than up near the road. 
 
Also, folks are welcome to bring beer or whatever. I will have soda, juice and water. Also 
plates and utensils are on me as well as the dogs, hamburgers and rolls and the usual 
condiments. 
 
Also I thought we set the start time for noon—that is in my calendar form a few months 
ago. 
 
See you May 12. 
 
Kathy 
 
14. The dates for the Fall MBSCC meetings will be September 15 at CCSU, October 13 

at MCC, November 10 possibly at CCC and December 8 at MxCC.  
 
15. The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm 
 
Respectively submitted, David Gross 
 
Links to attachments: 
Contemporary Algebra Workshop and Registration form at Gateway CC, May 31-June 2 
 
Directions to Kathy’s house. 
 

mailto:kbavelas@adelphia.net
http://www.math.uconn.edu/%7Edgross/MBSCC/DirectionstoKathy.pdf
http://www.math.uconn.edu/%7Edgross/MBSCC/2006ContempAlgebraWorkshopFlyerAndRegistrationForm.pdf
http://www.math.uconn.edu/%7Edgross/MBSCC/DirectionstoKathy.pdf

