
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Central CT State University, Vance Academic Center, Room 320 

March 10, 2006 
Minutes  

 
Present: Larisa Alikhanova (TRCC), Kathy Bavelas (GWCC), Alice Burstein (MxCC), Alain 
D’Amour (SCSU), June Decker (TRCC), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Lori Fuller (TxCC), Miguel 
Garcia (GWCC), David Gross (UCONN), Marty Hartog (SCSU), Pat Hirschy (ACC), Pete 
Johnson (ECSU), Joe Karnowski (NCC), Amanda Lubell (WCSU), Barbara Paskov (MCC), 
Rachael Schettenhelm (GWCC) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m.  
 
Minutes of February 10, 2006, were accepted as will be amended. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
1. Alain announced that the CSU Math Conference (follow-up to Forging Partnerships to 

Strengthen the Transition from High School to College Mathematics) will take place at 
Southern on Friday, 09/29/06. Theme of the conference will include research, best practices, 
and proposals for a 4th year of high school mathematics. (Note: the AMTEC conference is 
scheduled for Saturday, 09/30, not the 29th as the writer indicated at the meeting.) 

 
2. Jeff McGowan made a brief appearance to announce that Sally Lesik was giving a 

presentation on the results of her research, an analysis of data from Central's MAT 099 and 
101 courses. June volunteered to attend the presentation and to share Sally's findings with the 
Committee.  
 

3. Alain shared with the group an article that appeared in the Chronicle of Higher Education, 
(Section: School and College, Volume 52, Issue 27), A Nevada County Shows That Schools 
and Colleges Can Work Together, by Jennifer Jacobson. Mark Fox, the men's basketball 
coach at the University of Nevada at Reno, did a public-service announcement encouraging 
kids to stick with mathematics that has been airing in the Washoe County area since 
November. "Everything has a progression to it in basketball, and mathematics is very similar 
to that," Coach Fox says in the 30-second spot, as footage of his team appears on the screen. 
"Very few people that play college basketball didn't play high-school basketball. And math is 
very similar. It's hard to take a year off and then be really good at it the next year." (Note: 
maybe Jim Calhoun or Geno Auriemma would consider doing a similar announcement for 
Connecticut?) 
 

4. Pat announced that the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) is seeking new 
members to serve on the CAPT Mathematics Advisory Committee. Work is currently 
underway on the third generation of the test, CAPT3; committee members should have 
regular contact with students, have the flexibility to attend at most 6 full day meetings to be 
spread to the spring, summer and fall, make a commitment for at least one year, have a 
command of the mathematics in the 9-12 CORE portion of the mathematics framework, have 
experience with holistic scoring using rubrics, and know that their suggestions are given to 
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CSDE in an advisory capacity. Please contact Alain or Pat if you are interested in serving. 
 

5. Alain shared a Nellie Mae Education Foundation news release, dated 02/15/06, What, Me 
Worry? New Survey Shows New England Parents and Students Satisfied with Current 
Math/Science Education (http://www.nmefdn.org/newsroom/showcontent.asp?o=1036).  
According to Public Agenda, a nonpartisan research organization, New England  parents in 
general say that the amount of science and math their child studies now is about right, and 
that nationally, parents' concern about math and science achievement has actually declined 
since the mid 1990's. Blenda J. Wilson, President and CEO, asserts "This survey reveals a 
serious disconnect between the views of New England parents and students about math and 
science and the need for the region to maintain the competitive advantage we have enjoyed 
for so long." 
 

6. On behalf of June, Pat shared The Toolbox Revisited: Paths to Degree Completion From 
High School Through College, a report by Clifford Adelman, Senior Research Analyst, U.S. 
Department of Education 
(http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/toolboxrevisit/toolbox.pdf). A discussion followed 
about possibly tracking performance of students who transfer from community colleges to 4-
year institutions, to know if what we are doing mathematically is paying off; such informal 
data collection and analysis may be helpful, but would be very labor intensive.  

 
7. The writer forgot to announce that Richard Cole (President and CEO, CT Academy for 

Education, (860) 346-1177) has granted permission to disseminate information from 
CONNvene: A Statewide STEM Initiative. Current documents are linked under Math Issues 
on the MATYCONN website: http://www.nv3.commnet.edu/matyconn; input is invited. 

 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Alignment issues within MBSCC and in conjunction with Math Issues — 

Elaine distributed a handout with updates to a document containing Community College 
common course numbers, titles, rationale, and content. Visit the MATYCONN website, 
under Math Issues, for further updates to this document and to the Common Course 
Equivalencies document.  

 
2. STAT articulation — 

David brought an updated UConn document with information regarding transfer of CC math 
courses. Not all CC statistics courses are listed in the document; if students have not 
requested transfer of certain courses to UConn, they likely have not yet been reviewed.  
Note: According to the document, the CC's MAT* 167 is equivalent to UConn's STAT 
1100 (Stat Q 100 level). To check the status of math course transfer to UConn, David 
provided the following information: (1) Go to http://web.uconn.edu/transfer/, (2) click on 
"Transfer of Courses and Credits," (3) click on "Search" (the first bulleted item), (4) use the 
drop down menu to select a school, (5) then use the drop down menu to select MAT*.  
Contact David David.Gross@uconn.edu if you have any questions. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Update on MAT Council and the September 2006 Conference — 
Marlene Megos, CT State Board of Education, has requested that we develop models for a 4th 
year of mathematics in high school. Pamela Barker Jones, Math Supervisor for Waterbury Public 
Schools, gave suggestions at the recent MAT meeting for improving the transition from high 
school to college math, including a suggestion to identify volunteers who would be interested in 
meeting informally with Waterbury teachers.  
 
A lengthy brain-storming session ensued about how secondary and post-secondary teachers 
might get to know one another and work collaboratively, also what our college/university goals 
are and what we will contribute to the conference. Suggestions included the following — 
 
For high school educators— 
1. High school teachers might come and visit a couple of college classes on a volunteer basis. 

MBSCC could serve as a resource to place them at the schools they want. 
 
2. Perhaps high school teachers could come to a college and experiment with Accuplacer; since 

they do not get release time, this might be done during professional development days.  
 

3. Good high school counseling is essential: students must become aware that (1) success in 
Algebra 2 is an important indicator for college success, and (2) success in high school math 
classes translates into a savings of college tuition money.  

 
For college/university educators— 
4. Kathy suggested that perhaps college folks could visit high schools in their home districts 

and shadow a teacher or teachers. We might explain that we're sitting on a state committee 
interested in smoothing the transition from high school to college mathematics, ask if we 
could spend a half day at the local high school, and request that the district/school seek 
volunteers who would be willing to have us visit.  
 

5. Re: Test sharing 
• College instructors may be willing to share exams with high school teachers, who could 

share with students the types of skills and concepts they are expected to have. These 
might include exams for elementary and intermediate algebra, also precalculus. 

• Colleges may be able to put tests online that mimic the placement testing process.  
• On behalf of Southern, Alain offered to disseminate the multiple choice test used prior to 

switching to Accuplacer. 
 

6. Other ongoing projects 
• At Tunxis it was discovered that many students in prealgebra do not know their one-digit 

multiplication facts; if these are the same students who do not succeed in prealgebra, it 
might make sense to put a prerequisite on MAT* 075. 

• Manchester is involved in a cross discipline data analysis project looking at faculty 
versus student expectations on such issues as extra credit and the importance of class 
attendance.  
 

7. Part of smoothing the transition from high school to college math is under our control.  
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• There is a need to communicate the disconnect between high school and college grading 
criteria including make-up exams, extra credit, and that good attendance does not ensure 
a passing grade.  

• College students must assume responsibility for their own learning.  
• Support is so important: developmental courses are special in that they help students 

learn to become good students, provide extra counseling, encourage students to take 
advantage of resources such as the learning center, and help students develop good study 
skills.  
 

8. Placement is a big issue. Is using Accuplacer alone compatible with our courses? MBSCC 
members might want to look at the MAA and AMATYC policies on placement 
(http://www.amatyc.org/documents/Guidelines-Position/Placement.htm) and consider 
incorporating multiple assessment options in our placement process.  

 
Regarding 4th year of high school math— 
9. A 4th year assumes the student has successfully completed Algebra 1 and Geometry and 

needs to be innovative and intriguing. 
• For strong math students, precalculus or calculus makes sense in the 4th year. 
• For students who have not earned at least a C in Algebra 2, a capstone course, maybe 

functions based, to reinforce and extend their previous knowledge makes sense.  
• Pat envisions of a "Mathematics in the Community" course, which would make 

connections and involve an understanding of mathematics in the broader sense, a 
capstone course after already mastering the pieces. Books we might want to look at are 
Earth Algebra (Addison Wesley, suggested by Alice) and Quantitative World, published 
by MAA (suggested by June), which is good but too sophisticated for high school 
students. 

 
 
Sally Lesik's presentation —  
June, having returned from Sally presentation, reported that Sally's research looked at the 
appropriateness of Central's cut off scores, and followed students whose Accuplacer scores were 
close to the cut-off point for Intermediate Algebra to see whether remediation of these students 
was effective. Sally shared her data; her conclusion was that it was effective for Central to 
require that students near the cutoff go into the developmental course. All inquires about the 
Sally's research should be directed to Professor Sally Lesik, LesikS@ccsu.edu.  
 
 
Next meeting: April 28, 2006, at CCSU. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Elaine Dinto 


