
Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Minutes of January 28, 2005 Meeting 

Central Connecticut State University 
Vance Academic Center, Room 320 

 
Members present: Larisa Alikhanoua (TRCC), Kathy Bavelas (GWCC), Alain D’Amour (SCSU), Elaine 
Dinto (NVCC), Miguel García (GCC), David Gross (UCONN), Marty Hartog (SCSU), Pete Johnson 
(ECSU), Mark Leach (HCC), Amanda Lubell (WCSU), Jeff McGowan [aka Sally Lesik] (CCSU), Rachael 
Schettenhelm (GCC) 
 
1. The meeting was called to order by David Gross at 1:40PM. 
 
2. The minutes of the December 3, 2004 were approved with the following corrections: The date of the 

spring MBSCC meeting is May 13th and the spelling of Estela López. Many thanks to Elaine Dinto. 
 
3. Members gave their names and schools, including new member Amanda Lubell (WCSU). 
 
4. Old Business: The only topic was the conference to be held at the request of CSU Vice Chancellor 

Estela López. Alain spoke to Dr.López and learned that she plans to fund the entire conference, 
including food. She has contacted Fran Rabinowitz, the superintendent of Hartford Public Schools, the 
CT State Department of Education, and others within the Bridgeport and Danbury Schools. She will 
contact representatives of the New Haven Public Schools and the CT Community College System. 

 
Dr.López has asked for volunteers from this group, as well as representatives from high schools and 
the State Department of Education, to sit on a committee which will plan the conference. Volunteers 
from MBSCC are Mark Leach (HCC), Kathy Bavelas (GCC), Pete Johnson (ECSU), and Alain 
D’Amour (SCSU). Alain collected the contact information to share with Dr.López. 
 
Discussion was held on what advice the MBSCC will send with our volunteer members for the 
planning meeting. Topics included the following: 

a. Rachael read from the May 2002 post-conference meeting minutes that high school participants 
wanted more contact with the colleges.  Preview placement testing was presented as an option 
in these minutes. 

b.  Alain presented a proposal, which SCSU is considering, in which University representatives 
visit high schools to speak to students and administer a sample placement test. With the results 
of this test, students are offered the opportunity to take a course or use software to update 
necessary skills prior to taking the actual placement test. 

c. Amanda spoke of an existing program called Building Bridges where WCSU administers the 
ACCUPLACER Math and English tests to Danbury and Bethel High School students. She 
believes there may be one year of data available if we wish to review it. 

d. Miguel told of a program in which Gateway is working with the New Haven Public Schools to 
offer Advanced Algebra in the high school using high school instructors. The students are 
assessed with the ACCUPLACER instrument before and after the course and receive credit for 
the course from GCC. Miguel suggests that Gateway and SCSU may be able to collaborate in 
their high school outreach programs. 

e. The current high school outreach program known as Tech Prep has some flaws that should be 
addressed. Not all schools use the same assessment at the end of the course to determine if the 
student receives credit for the course. 

f. Other topics included: That a substantive fourth year of mathematics be required for college 
bound students, that a college preparation course on study skills be offered in high schools, that 
an attempt is made to make the framework more specific as to what topics are included in each 
college math preparatory course, and that teacher prep is an issue which needs to be addressed. 
(David will send the framework link to members after receiving it from Pete) 

 
Keeping in mind that Dr.López has her own goals for decreasing the numbers of students requiring 
mathematics remediation at the college level, our planning committee members will find out whether this 



conference should help high schools achieve the expectations they have put in place for all of their 
graduates or should help the schools meet the specific needs of their graduates who will be entering 
college. It was suggested that Dr.López could meet with Paul Susen of the CT Community College System 
and Peter Nicholls of UCONN. 
 
Miguel will send a message to the council of Presidents of CC to make them aware of this conference as 
they are discussing a conference on Developmental Mathematics and English. 
 
5. New Business: Amanda Lubell (WCSU) wants to verify the list of CC courses and how they transfer to 

WCSU. All UCONN and CSU members are asked to list how the courses from each of the CC transfer 
to their institution for the April 1st meeting. Members should contact the CC directly if they need 
updated master syllabi. David Gross can supply contact information, if needed. CC course catalog 
descriptions can be found at the MATYCONN website at http://www.nv3.commnet.edu/matyconn by 
clicking on Math Issues and following the link to Community College Catalogs/Course Descriptions. 

CC reference initials: B-Manchester, C-Northwestern, D-Norwalk, E-Housatonic Valley, F-Middlesex, G-
Capital, H-Naugatuck Valley, I-Gateway, J-Tunxis, K-Three Rivers, L- Quinebaug Valley, M-Asnuntuck 
 
6. Final thoughts by Mark who shared that Housatonic is only 10% higher than the national average of 

students placing into remedial courses. He shared how HCC students are excelling by citing an 
example of a student who helped explain material to classmates. GO CC! 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rachael Schettenhelm 
 
 
 


