
Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of CT 
November 12, 2004 

Draft Minutes 
Central CT State University 

 
Present: J. Cenet TxCC, R. Clark TxCC, T. Craine CCSU, A. D'Amour SCSU, M. Garcia GCC, 
D. Gross UConn, P. Hirschy ACC, M. Leach HCC, S. Lesik CCSU, B. Paskov MCC. 
 
1. Minutes for October 1, 2004 
 
The minutes from the October 1, 2004 meeting were approved. 
 
2. Update from Dr. Estela Lopez, CSU Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. 
 
Dr. Lopez thanked the committee for the opportunity to meet together. She shared with the 
committee her belief in the importance of mathematics competence and the important role 
mathematics plays in the selection of career goals. Dr. Lopez updated the committee on the 
status of the CSU Board policy that requires students to satisfactorily complete their proficiency 
courses through Elementary Algebra and the first level of English in their first year of studies. 
Students who do not fulfill this requirement will need to complete the courses at another post-
secondary institution and then return to CSU. Implementation of the policy is hindered by the 
large number of entering freshman, many of them recent high school graduates, who place into 
proficiency courses.  
 
This situation has raised questions regarding the alignment between high school policies and 
CSU expectations. By state policy, students need to take three years of mathematics. However, 
the content of the three courses is not defined and differs among high schools. There is no 
general agreement regarding the content of Algebra I and Algebra II. Many high school seniors 
do not take a fourth year of mathematics if they have already completed the required three years.  
 
Workforce preparation is a key component to the high school experience. Today's reality may 
mean that every student needs college rather than that college-bound students be differentiated 
from career-oriented students.  
 
Some post-secondary institutions are working with high schools to administer early placement 
testing to encourage students to increase their mathematics proficiency prior to applying to 
college.  
 
Dr. Lopez requested suggestions regarding a means to establish a dialogue between high schools 
and post-secondary institutions regarding these issues. The committee informed Dr. Lopez of a 
conference sponsored by the committee in Spring 2002. The intended audience for the 
conference was secondary mathematics teachers and post-secondary mathematics faculty. The 
focus of the conference was the transition from high school to college. Recommendations 
resulting from the conference included: improve the communication to high schools, include 
high school input in conference planning, institute a follow-up event to maintain an on-going 
dialogue, solicit input and participation from high school counselors and post-secondary 
admissions personnel. Comments from the conference included suggestions to encourage 
students to take a fourth year of mathematics, to discuss with counselors the importance of taking 



mathematics, and to inform students that it is more important to take a higher level mathematics 
course even if it means a lower grade. 
 
The committee suggested scheduling a conference at the end of September 2005 so that resulting 
initiatives could still be implemented in the academic year. Dissemination of information could 
continue in Spring 2006 via presentations at conferences sponsored by professional 
organizations. It would be helpful to identify one issue and include follow up opportunities. The 
more high school participation, the better. However, the conference should be small enough to 
accommodate dialogue in a small group setting. A conference planning body could be formed 
with participation by CSU, UConn, the CCs, ATOMIC, DHE, MBSCC, etc. 
 
The committee decided to continue discussion at the next meeting and forward suggestions to 
Dr. Lopez. 
 
3. Announcements 
Sally Lesik announced that she will be on sabbatical in the spring semester to complete her 
dissertation. Go Sally! 
 
4. Elect a chair 
The committee discussed whether it was necessary for the chair to be from CSU given that the 
origins of the MBSCC were with a CSU committee. It was approved that David Gross be the 
chair for the spring semester. A CSU person may be available for the chair position in the 2005-
2006 academic year. 
 
David requested that the Spring 2005 meetings be changed from the first Friday of the month due 
to previous commitments.  
 
Adjourned by 3:00 PM. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Pat Hirschy 


