
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
November 21, 2003 

Minutes 
 
Present: T. Craine (CCSU), A. D’Amour (SCSU), E. Dinto (NVCC), D. Gross (UConn) 

P. Hirschy (ACC), S. Lesik (CCSU), M. Merriweather (SCSU) 
 
 
Guest: Ms. Margaret Leake, Director of CCSU’s Learning Center 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm in the CCSU Learning Center. 
 
2. The minutes of the October 3rd, 2003 Meeting were approved with a minor modification (E. 

Dinto was added to the list of members present). 
 
3. There was a brief discussion about the way the CSU System’s office interprets the CSU 

Board of Trustees Resolution passed last summer. The resolution applies only to matriculated 
students, and students must be done with non-credit proficiency courses once 24 credits of 
course work have been completed. For transfer students, only the credits taken within the 
CSU system are counted. Finally, INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA IS NOT CONSIDERED A 
PROFICIENCY COURSE AND AS SUCH IS NOT AFFECTED BY THE RESOLUTION. 

 
4. The committee met with Meg Leake, Director of CCSU’s Learning Center. Meg fielded 

multiple questions about the logistics of placement testing and tutoring. Among other things, 
it was mentioned that CCSU has a one-credit course, MAT 411, in which math majors (doing 
a B.S. in Mathematics leading to Certification) tutor CCSU students in mathematics. Math 
majors can take this course up to 4 times. Meg also pointed out that in the admissions packet 
sent to entering freshmen, CCSU includes a letter emphasizing the importance of review and 
preparedness for the math placement exam. Meg is also in charge of a parent orientation 
session in which she winds up answering a lot of questions about MAT 99, a course that does 
not bear graduation credits. Data were casually exchanged on placement, enrollment in 
developmental courses, and successful completion of the Elementary Algebra course. At 
SCSU, a common final is used for the course, but the weight given to it in the final grade is 
left to the individual instructors. About one third of SCSU students enrolled in MAT 95 fail 
the course. At CCSU, the final exam for MAT 99 is a gateway exam, and about 30% fail. 

 
5. D. Gross discussed briefly how UConn is dropping its current placement testing situation to 

move to a strictly advisory assessment tool. 
 
6. P. Hirschy brought up the issue of articulation agreement between the CC’s and UConn, and 

suggested that we consider a discussion on articulation agreements between the CC’s and 
CSU’s. 

 
7. The committee briefly visited the tutoring center across the hall from the Learning Center. 
 
8. Meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alain D’Amour  
(These minutes have not been approved.) 
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