
MBSCC Meeting Minutes 
10/03/2003 

 
 
Present:  A. Burstein (MxCC), J. Cenet (TxCC), R. Clark (TxCC), T. Craine (CCSU), A. D’Amour (SCSU), H. 
Garcia (ECSU), D. Gross (UCONN), M. Leach (HCC), P. Maida (WCSU), M. Merriweather (SCSU), B. 
Paskov (MCC).  
 
 
T. Craine addressed the background of the committee. 
It originates from CSU (1986). The BOT passed a resolution to create the Basic Skills Council. This was 
originally intended to include both mathematics and English with members appointed by the president. 
 
 
1. Election of chair. 
M. Merriweather was unanimously elected chair. Congratulations!!! 
 
2. CSU BOT resolution to align CSU, CC’s, and K-12 in mathematics and English. 
Issues to discuss/address 
: 
What constitutes proficiency in mathematics and English in high school? 
There is an allowance for an 80% overlap of course content. 
Common cut-off scores for placement testing. 
These are to be addressed and implemented by 12/2003. 
 
CSU mathematics departments need to address these issues and get back to their administration with 
recommendations/responses. 
 
 
(It was noted that these are similar to what the CC’s have been working on with the Common numbering 
project. It was also noted that using the 80% guidelines from the CC’s might be a starting point for CSU.) 
 
E. Dinto indicated that at NVCC the dean of Continuing Education has been looking to bring developmental 
courses under Cont. Education. 
 
All present agreed that mathematics courses belong under purview the mathematics departments. 
 
CCSU is opposed to the elimination of math 099 (intermediate algebra).  
 
The BOT resolution calls for the following: 
Students must complete developmental courses by the completion of 24 credits. 
Questions raised/discussed: What are the 24 credits? Does this include transfer credits? 
It seems to indicate this allows for summer before starting full-time, fall, winter session, spring, and next 
summer to complete these credits (if needed). 
 
Paula M. stated that at WCSU students cannot take any courses until the developmental courses were 
completed. 
 
Tessie G. stated that at ECSU students are required to complete their mathematics general education 
requirement within the first 30 credits (passed last year). Students are not allowed to hold back the taking of 
their mathematics courses. If remedial work is needed, they must take these in the first semester (i.e. 



elementary/intermediate algebra). She also indicated that a result of a study she conducted found that 30% of 
students at ECSU delayed taking mathematics. 
 
It was noted that the taking of courses in summer and winter will create potential financial problems. 
 
Tim C. proposed:  
- that the “24 credit  rule” apply only to the taking of non-credit courses (elementary algebra) 
- intermediate algebra be taken within 45 credits 
 
Discussion re: high school students taking mathematics/science (emphasis with mathematics) in their senior 
year to help insure readiness for college level mathematics 
 
David G. indicated that UCONN is rethinking the rigor of their calculus readiness exam (tests skills). 
 
Discussion re: incentive for students in the taking of placement exams. Perhaps if they were informed of the 
repercussions there might be an improvement.  
 
Michelle and Alain indicated they needed response and reaction to report back to their administration. 
 
Tim C. stated  that the 24 credits seems reasonable for elementary algebra but not intermediate. And, that 
students that don’t meet this can take courses as a non-matriculated student. 
 
Comments: 
75% of students at CCSU take developmental courses. 
60% at ECSU. 
 
Discussion re: rewording 2nd page 2nd to last paragraph of resolution  “that the Chancellor…” 
The following statement was drafted: 
“ It is strongly recommended that students planning on pursuing college study take a  mathematics, chemistry, 
or physics course that is algebra/trig based in their senior year of high school to place appropriately at the 
college level.” 
 
The following comments re: resolution p. 3, #1-3 were noted: 
1. algebra is the language of mathematics 
2. proficiency at the intermediate algebra level is the basis for all other mathematics courses 
3. specific programs require more specific mathematics unique for their study 
 
The 80 % agreement was discussed – how to do this? 
Perhaps look at Tim C. text for comparison. WCSU uses ALEKS so will be more difficult to compare. 
 
Paula M. indicated that WCSU no longer has a placement coordinator nor placement center. 
 
The CSU’s decided to meet to discuss Accuplacer scores. 
 
 
Those are my notes, 
Barbara Paskov 
 
 
 
 


