
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
December 13, 2002 

Minutes 
 
Present: A. Burstein (MxCC), T. Craine (CCSU), A. D’Amour (SCSU), D. Gross (UConn) 

P. Hirschy (ACC), J. Karn (NCC), M. Leech (HCC), M. Merriweather (SCSU) 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:40 pm. 

 
2. Discussion about Math 099: Some non-math people are suggesting that there should be 

uniform gateway final exams throughout the CSU system. 
 
3. There was a discussion about some CC instructors coming to the CSU campuses to teach CC 

courses and transfer them to CSU versus CC instructors coming to CSU campuses to teach 
CSU courses. 

 
4. Item 3 from the last meeting’s minutes was discussed (Nov. 22, 2002) and amended. The 

minutes were approved as amended (shown below).  
 

3.    There was a lengthy exchange on the Elementary Algebra / Intermediate 
Algebra sequence. J. McGowan explained the various changes CCSU 
implemented in the developmental area. For instance, in Fall 2001 Elementary 
Algebra became a credit bearing class. These credits are averaged into the 
student’s GPA, but they do not count toward graduation. Furthermore an 
additional hour for "lab" has been added. Originally the lab sessions were 
conducted by "supplemental instructors"; they are now part of the course 
instructor's load. Evidence seems to indicate that the passing rate increased as a 
result of both these changes. Also, some sections of Elementary Algebra are 
earmarked for students who are repeating the course; this allows a slightly 
different pedagogical approach. CCSU also offers a combination course in 
Elem.Alg./Int.Alg. which meets for the equivalent of 5 hours per week and covers 
both courses; if they succeed, students then get credit for Intermediate Algebra. 
This combo course naturally moves faster and in order to signup for it, students 
are required to sign a “contract” and write a paragraph on why they wish to take 
the course. 

 
5. A continuation of the data collection discussion from last time. Members are to collect data 

on 25 randomly chosen freshmen admits (excluding special populations, transfers) from CT 
high schools. We are to find out: 

• HS name 
• Gender 
• Ethnic background 
• Math courses taken in HS with grades, including last mathematics course taken and 

in which year it was taken. 
• HS class rank  
• CAPT score  
• Math SAT score 
• Placement result in college 
• First math/stat course and grade – excluding W’s 
• Number of credits enrolled in Fall 2002 semester 

 



6. There was a recap and continuation of the discussion about lobby efforts to get all high 
school students to have 4 years of math in high school, and giving weight to CAPT in 
admissions 

 
7. It was hoped that members would be able to bring the data to the next meeting (both on disc 

and a paper copy). 
 
8. The next meeting will be February 21 at Gateway Community College at 1:30. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by D. Gross 
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