
Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Meeting held at CCSU 

October 18, 2002 
 
Present:  Asnuntuck Community College:  Pat Hirschy 
  Manchester Community College:  Alice Grandgeorge, Kathy Bavelas, Barbara  
       Paskov 
  Middlesex Community College:   Alice Burstein 
  Tunxis Community College:  Jean-Marc Cenet, Robert Clark 
  Central Connecticut State University:  Tim Craine 
  Southern Connecticut State University:  Alain D’Amour, Michelle Merriweather 
  University of Connecticut:  David Gross 
 
1.  Minutes for September 13, 2002, were approved as amended. 
 
2.  Announcement:  MATYConn fall meeting will be held Friday, October 25, 2002. 
 
3. Revision of Intermediate Algebra course at UConn.   A faculty committee is grappling with 
how the course can serve the dual purpose of preparing students for both College Algebra and for 
the “Q” courses in various departments that fulfill general education requirements.  An extensive 
discussed ensued which touched on various issues including 
 

a.  The extent to which students should be required to memorize formulas, and the 
advisability of allowing them to bring formula sheets to class when taking exams. 
 
b. Lists of minimal skills expected for students entering specific courses and the possible 
dangers that such lists contribute to limiting what is taught in previous courses 
  
c. How to strike an appropriate balance between manipulative skills and critical thinking 
 
d. The maturity level of students in introductory courses as a factor limiting the number of 
students who will do the work necessary to pass. 
 
e. Use of technology (such as “My Math Lab”—Addison Wesley) as a hook to get 
students who otherwise would not do homework to engage with the content outside of 
class time. 
 
f. Societal issues such as the growing trend to see high school diplomas and college 
degrees as entitlements for everyone rather than indicators that a rigorous set of standards 
has been met. 
 
g. Reluctance of non-math faculty at UConn to accept Math Department’s request that 
prerequisite courses must be passed with a C- or better. 
 

4. Math Works.  Pat Hirschy shared materials from this project sponsored by NSF, AMATYC, 
and NASA.  Ansuntuck and Capital Community Colleges were involved in the grant to develop 



these materials, which stress applications of mathematics in an independent project format for 
students.  Asnuntuck is considering adapting the materials for a capstone interdisciplinary 
course.  They are available for free on the web at www.ccc.commnet.edu/mwp/.  Pat will learn 
more about online resources at the AMATYC conference in Phoenix, AZ, and will report at our 
next meeting. 
 
5.  Follow up on last spring’s conference, will be discussed at the next meeting, November 22, 
2002. 
 
Minutes submitted by Tim Craine, CCSU 


