
Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Minutes of the September 13, 2002 Meeting 

Central Connecticut State University 
 

Members present:  Alice Burstein (MxCC), Tim Craine (CCSU), Alain D’Amour 
(SCSU). David Gross (UConn), Pat Hirschy (ACC/CCC), Joe Karnowski (NCC), Jeff 
McGowan (CCSU), Michelle Merriweather (SCSU), Barbara Paskov (MCC)  
 
1.  Minutes from the May 2002 meeting were accepted. 
 
2. Announcements: 
David stated that UConn is rethinking entry level mathematics --- placement, 
Intermediate Algebra as an introduction to Q courses, etc.  “Hopefully” the situation will 
be resolved by fall, but David does not know yet what will happen.  The committee, 
which has the backing of the administration, will meet every two weeks. 
 
David’s announcement generated a discussion about Intermediate Algebra, what topics 
can be deleted, and what topics should be added.  Perhaps rearranging topics will allow 
for some to be saved for Precalculus, for students who will need to take more 
mathematics.  Michelle indicated that SCSU had split Intermediate Algebra into two parts 
to address concerns.  Jeff said there is a danger in splitting the course for two populations.  
“This is basic mathematics.  Everyone should learn it.” He indicated that the level of 
Intermediate Algebra is the same as the level of a Basic English class.  Pat suggested 
there might be one Intermediate Algebra class for all and then some additional material 
online for those who need it.  Tim suggested a focus on applications and word problems.  
Pat asked how we can help students learn to be independent learners. 
 
Additional discussion: Tim is teaching a Math 101 section that is coordinated with a 
chemistry course so topics are aligned in the two courses.  Pat mentioned that the 
Academic Deans in the Community College System are trying to standardize cut scores 
for ACCUPLACER.  Apparently they have identified a common cut score for English, 
although Pat does not know the process they used to do so.  They have asked the 
Institutional Research Department to look at mathematics.  Tim asked about the common 
numbering project and when it would take effect. 
 
3. Alice nominated Alain to repeat his stellar performance as MBSCC Chair.  Jeff 
seconded.  Members voted unanimously in Alain’s favor. 
 
4. Meetings for the rest of the semester: October 18, November 22, December 13.  All 
meetings will be held at 1:30 at CCSU.  Alain will notify us when rooms are reserved. 
 
5. Jeff suggested that the discussion at UConn can give us a focus for the year.  We all 
share the same curricular concerns.   
 
Pat inquired about the articulation meeting with UConn.  The one scheduled for spring 
2002 was cancelled.  David has heard nothing about another meeting.  We still need to 



articulate Differential Equations and Math for Elementary Education.  Statistics must be 
articulated with UConn’s Statistics Department. 
 
Pat mentioned Math in Context, a project already funded.  She wants to know what else is 
out there.  Tim suggested preparing lists to distribute. 
 
Once again, discussion centered on Intermediate Algebra.  At CCSU, there is a 
coordinator for all sections.  All sections use a common text, a common syllabus, and a 
common final.  Jeff made up the exam and a grading rubric.  Course instructors work 
together to grade exams.  Instructors do not grade their own students’ papers.   The 
department recommends the weight of the final in the course grade.  
 
Joe is concerned about the Alternate Route (to secondary teaching certification) Program.  
He says people take low-level courses to meet the thirty-credit requirement.  Tim said 
CCSU requires Calculus 1 and 2 among the thirty credits, but the state standards are 
lower.  SCSU does not require Discrete Math.  Barbara suggested we research the matter 
and make a recommendation to the Department of Education. 
 
Alain said the conference last May addresses several issues and that we should maintain 
open lines of communication with high school teachers.  Jeff suggested a written 
summary to send out.  Perhaps a conference report can be sent to principals and teachers. 
 
Alain suggests we each talk to students in local high schools to let them know what 
colleges expect of them.  Tim thinks we should draw up a report for each school 
indicating ACCUPLACER test results --- number of students taking the test along with 
their placements.  He says Banner can do it. 
 
Possible topics for the year:  
Updates on UConn’s ongoing discussions 
Online resources  
Certification issues 
Conference issues --- report, high school reports 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Alice Burstein 
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