
Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Meeting held at CCSU 
May 3, 2002 1:30 pm 

Minutes 
 
 
Present: Burstein,Alice(MXCC); Craine, Tim(CCSU); D'Amour,Alain (SCSU); Dinto Elaine(NVCC); Alice 
Grandgeorge(MCC); Gross David(UCONN); Merriweather  
Michelle(SCSU); Paskov Barbara(MCC).  
 
1. Minutes from the March 8, 2002 and April 5, 2002 meetings were approved. 
 
2. Announcements: 

- MATYCONN will host its spring meeting May 10, 2002 at NVCC. All are welcome to attend. 
- Tim Craine announced that the final accounting for the April 2002 Conference was not yet available and 

would be forthcoming. 
- Pete Johnson, ECSU, will be attending MBSCC  

 
3. The first MBSCC meeting was set for 1:30 September 13, 2002 at CCSU. 
 
4. Debriefing of the April 2002 Conference.  

There was extensive conversation and discussion. Main topics are noted below. 
- Alain announced that the CEU’s have been processed for 10 people. 
- There was discussion on how to better advertise a conference of this sort in the future. Possible ideas 

talked about were: 
Email each teacher 
Mail notices to each teacher 
Include a flyer in the ATOMIC Newsletter (deadline is Februaryish) 
Using bulk mailing would reduce cost (MBSCC would pay) 
For VOTech people can contact through Jerry Bencivenga (math   
  coordinator-type person) 
Make use of CT Academy, CT Leadership Council, CT Dept. of Ed for advertising 
Establish a 1-1 relationship with area high schools by each MBSCC member contacting 4 
schools and making contacts 
Adjuncts often also teach at high school 
Make use of teachers that attended the April conference (E. Dinto to email list to B. Paskov to 
include with minutes) 

- Question posed: What did you walk away with from the conference? 
Possibility of testing students earlier – develop an exam to give to students in high school to give 
them an idea of what is expected in order to place out of remedial mathematics classes.We would 
write this ourselves. The idea of pooling exams currently used and selecting questions to 
comprise a shorter exam was discussed. Issues of who would administer the exams? When? 
Saturdays? Guidance Counselors? Liaison  contacts? Starting with a small number of schools 
were discussed.  

- One theme seemingly apparent from the conference was that high schools want college people to come 
into their schools.  

- More discussion on: 
Use of College Open House Days at schools 
Going to high schools and speaking to parents 
Who administers test? High School or College? Perhaps college going to the high school creates 
more of a presence.  
Need to validate the test – perhaps correlate with Accuplacer.  



Maybe give students copies of the test to see the type of problems is sufficient. (Some felt it 
more important for students to take the test and see their performance.) Input from high school 
teachers regarding the administering of a test was considered important. 
Multiple choice – then corresponds with Accuplacer 
When visiting schools to make contact it is as a representative of MBSCC with information for 
courses at CSU, UCONN, and CC’s. 

- What to decide today (i.e. 5/3/02)? 
Proposal: each member to reach out to high schools and make contacts for fall; and to work on creating 
a test during the fall. (M. Merriweather) 
 
How are schools to be identified? Contact CT Dept of Ed, CT Academy, and admissions departments for 
lists. Also poll graduate students at CSU for contacts. 
 

- How do we get information back to schools on how they do? 
Need permission from Admissions; Human Subjects; get Acuplacer scores. 
It was noted that it is difficult to get data and most likely would require administrative support. 

 
- Next meeting: bring copies of elementary and intermediate final exams as available.  

 
5. Alain D’Amour will explore creating a webpage for MBSCC. 
 
6. Congratulations were extended to Alain for his work coordinating the success of the spring conference. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Submitted by, 
Barbara Paskov 
MCC 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 


