
CSU Math Basic Skills Committee 
April 5th, 2002 

Minutes 
 
Present: K. Bavelas, T. Craine (CCSU), A. D’Amour (SCSU), E. Dinto (NVCC),  

A. Grandgeorge (MCC), D. Gross (UCONN), P. Hirschy (ACC), P. Johnson (ECSU),  
J. Karnowski (NCC), J. McGowan (CCSU), M. Merriweather (SCSU) 

Guests: Leo Kuczynski (SCSU), Kathy Peters (MCC), Kathy Watson (Manchester High School)  
 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:40 pm. 
 
2. Minutes from March were not available. 
 
3. April 13th Conference at CCSU. 

a. Location: Room 105 in Vance Academic Center. South Parking Garage is accessible 
from Manafort Drive. Jeff McGowan will look into possibly putting up a few road 
signs to direct people to this parking lot. 

b. Participants, Food: Elaine Dinto collected registration forms and checks, and kept a 
record of the participants. Together with committee members, the number of people 
hovers around 50. It was agreed upon that regular committee members and panelists 
should not pay the registration fee. Tim Craine and Jeff McGowan will order food 
for 60 people. On April 13th, continental breakfast will be served at 8:15 am and 
lunch at 11:30 am. 

c. Supplies: Elaine Dinto purchased conference badges (for which she should be 
reimbursed), CCSU (Tim Craine) will provide folders, paper and pens. Two 
overhead projectors and a computer will be available for presenters. 

d. Staff: The workshop will begin with a welcome speech from Dr. June Higgins, Dean 
of Arts & Sciences at CCSU, followed by opening remarks by Alain D’Amour on 
behalf of the MBSCC. Barbara Paskov will handle the registration table and 
Michelle Merriweather will provide assistance with the CEU’s. The morning 
discussion panelists are David Gross (UConn), Leo Kuczynski (SCSU), Kathy 
Peters (MCC), Kathy Watson (Manchester high school) and Marlene Megos 
(Advisor for Shelton Public Schools). Tim Craine will be the facilitator for the 
afternoon session. Approximately a dozen regular committee members will attend 
the workshop and participate in the breakout sessions. 

e. Format, Content: The program for the conference was made more precise. The 
opening remarks will be followed by the morning panel discussion. The panelists 
(mentioned above) will present factual information (relevant to mathematics basic 
skills) about their particular educational system and field questions from the 
audience. The theme is “What constitutes entrance/exit level mathematics at your 
institution (and comparable institutions, if you can address it)?” For instance, at the 
college level, this would include courses offered and what they cover (briefly), # of 
students placing at the developmental level, placement process, the extent to which 
technology is being used in the classroom. At the high school level, it would include 
the various courses offered and what they cover (briefly), tracking, the CAPT, 
standardized testing of any kind, statewide curriculum guidelines, and the extent to 
which technology is being used in the classroom. A priori, the discussion will be 
allowed to unfold with no pre-set time frame. The discussion will be followed by a 
breakout session. There will be 4 groups. (Prior to the conference, Elaine Dinto will 
assign a group number to each participant, and in doing so, make sure to divide high 
school participants and MBSCC members evenly among the 4 groups.) Committee 
members are encouraged to serve as facilitators in order to help keep the ball rolling 
if need be. After lunch, there will be a summary session. Following this, Tim Craine  
will present the audience with some discussion questions to fuel the afternoon 



debate: ways to ease transition, work ethic and homework policy, expectations in the 
way of academic achievement, etc 

f. Questions: The morning and afternoon questions were finalized. 
 

Morning:    What constitutes entrance/exit level mathematics at your   
                      school/institution? 
 

• What constitutes Mathematics Basic Skills? (exit/entry level) 
• Issues of balancing state CAPT and local high school and collegiate 

expectations 
• What is the perception/reaction of high school teachers regarding the 

number of students placing into developmental/remedial college 
mathematics courses? 

• What are some of the issues related to advising (in high school) and 
admissions (in college) from both perspectives? 

• What do high school teachers consider to be the best indicators for use by 
colleges to assess students abilities (e.g., GPA, class rank, courses taken, 
etc.)? 

 
                     Afternoon:    How can we help to ease our students’ transition from high school  
                                            to college? 
 

• How can we deal with the lapses in the time frames within which 
mathematics classes are taken? How do we get high school students to keep 
taking mathematics courses so they stay fresh and continue progressing in 
their knowledge, and how do we get college students to start their math 
course work in their freshman year? (For instance, how important is it to 
have 4 years of mathematics in high school? Should the taking of 
mathematics in 12th grade be advocated?) 

• How can we get students to understand the difference between studying and 
doing homework? What are the pros and cons of starting homework in 
class? How much homework is enough? Not enough? Depth and breadth 
versus quantity? Skill AND understanding versus skill OR understanding…  
What is the concept of office hours? How can we encourage students to be 
less intimidated by seeking out their teacher/professor for help? 

• How can we make students better at academic self-assessment (for instance 
in making the distinction between achievement and perceived effort)? How 
can we prepare students for the notion that college professors do not operate 
on the idea of extra credit? 

• How do we promote student responsibility for “learning differences” 
between high school and college mathematics? How do we develop the 
notion of perseverance in students? How do we curtail “mathematical 
passivity” (students know that if they wait long enough, spoon-feeding will 
happen eventually)? How can we make students better at using resources 
outside of class (e.g., looking up information they may need even though it 
is not provided to them)? 

 
4. Meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by A. D’Amour  
These minutes have not  yet been approved. 


