
Mathematics Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Meeting held at CCSU 
March 8, 2002 1:30 pm 

Minutes 
   
 
Present:  K. Bavelas (MCC), A. Burstein (MxCC), J. Cenet (TxCC), R. Clark (TxCC), T. Craine 
(CCSU), A. D’Amour (SCSU), E. Dinto (NVCC), A. Grandgeorge (MCC), D. Gross (UCONN), 
P. Hirschy (ACC), J. McGowen (CCSU), B. Paskov, (MCC). 
 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm. 
 
2. The minutes from Feb. 8, 2002 were accepted as amended. 
 
2.5 While members were reviewing the minutes D. Gross commented that a graduate student he 
knew in the Alternate Route to Certification program has shared with him his disillusionment on 
becoming a secondary mathematics teacher. Further the student has expressed that he is now 
totally turned off from teaching high school. Discussion ensued on some of the issues related to 
what K-12 teachers must deal with: parents, lack of administrative support in certain situations 
dealing with students, feeling of having to ‘babysit’ students v. teaching. Also discussed were 
some of the aspects regarding teacher preparation programs, e.g. opportunities to observe and 
shadow in classes, building a support group of fellow classmates/teachers etc., potential 
implications of the shortness of the Alternate Route program.  
 
3. Announcements 

- CAMPY Day , May 17, 2002 will happen with 60 workshops being held at 6 various 
community college locations. (K. Bavelas) 
 
- CCLM – as a request of the last MBSCC meeting to possibly change the day, M. Megos 
has indicated the day will stay the same. May 2, 2002, 12-3pm. (A. D’Amour) 
 
- Panel discussion members for April 12, 2002 Conference so far are: Leo Kuczynski 
(university rep.), David Gross (university rep.), Kathy Peters (community college rep.), 
Marlene Megos (high school rep.). To fill the additional high school member K. Bavelas 
will contact Linda Ball (Glastonbury HS coordinator/teacher/retiree), and Kathy Watson 
(Manchester HS) as an alternate possibility.  
 
- Alain inquired whether the panelists should be invited to the April MBSCC meeting. 
The committee felt they should. 
 
- Particulars for granting CEUs for the conference are gathered; M. Merriweather will 
organize and oversee this the day of the conference. 

 
4. Tech Prep 

Tim Craine discussed a recent issue of a transfer student to CCSU from a CT CC that 
placed into Math 099 via Accuplacer, yet on the student’s transcript credit had been given 
for Math 101. Tim was looking for affirmation from the group (especially CC members) 
that transfer credit for Tech Prep courses in high school are not being given.    
 



Discussion ensued on what Tech Prep is for; what is the purpose/intent; how is the 
program managed; how is it implemented; how it has changed. From the discussion the 
many issues that have surrounded Tech Prep again surfaced. One in particular is 
regarding transfer issues in that there is no specific way to tell if credit is from a Tech 
Prep course from a transcript.  

 
P. Hirschy indicated that at the February CC Math Issues Council she proposed a 
systemwide Tech Prep articulation of the CC elementary algebra course. If this happens, 
it seems that many problems with Tech Prep issues will be eliminated. Pat also stated that 
a written statement from CSU/UCONN stating no transfer credit will be given for Tech 
Prep credit would be supportive of desired outcomes.   
 
T. Craine plans to discuss the issues with the CCSU Admissions Director for resolution 
in the matter. He requested that information anyone has pertaining to Tech Prep be 
forwarded to him for his meeting on 3/14/02. 
 
A. Burstein stated that MxCC used to require Tech Prep students to take a common final. 
MxCC was then told that they could no longer require taking of the final. P. Hirschy 
indicated that this conflicts with what is reported in the meeting minutes of 4/28/00 Tech 
Prep Director’s Meeting and 9/7/00 Tech Prep Roundtable. It was noted that these 
documents seem to give additional guidelines for the CC’s in meeting Tech Prep 
conditions in mathematics. 

 
5. April 12 Conference 
 The following are taken care of:  room(s), food, parking, folder/pens for participants. 
  

Tim will ask a dean or CCSU rep to come and welcome conference attendees.  
 
A. Burstein reported that at the recent ATOMIC Executive Board meeting it was 
discovered that many schools start spring vacation then so it may affect attendance. B. 
Paskov indicated the ATOMIC Conference on March 18 – 19 might be a good place to 
further publicize. T. Craine is presenting at ATOMIC on a related topic and agreed to 
announce the conference at his session. 
 
The committee spent the balance of the meeting discussing what will happen the day of 
the conference. Aspects of the panel discussion, morning sessions, and afternoon 
breakout sessions were discussed at length. A list of topics and corresponding questions 
to promote dialogue in the sessions were compiled. These will be prepared as handouts 
for all to receive at the conference. 
 
Alain will compile and edit the questions. They will be emailed to the committee so at the 
April 5 MBSCC meeting they can be reconsidered.   

 
 
 
Next meeting:  CCSU, 1:30pm, April 5, 2002  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm.  
 



MBSCC : questions compiled at 3/8/02 meeting for possible use at April 
12 conference  
 
 
Afternoon Sessions  
(Topics related to ways to ease the transition) 
 
 
What are the overriding differences between high school and college regarding mathematics? 
 
How can we get students to understand the difference between studying and doing homework? 
 
How important is it to have 4 years of mathematics in high school? Should the taking of 
mathematics in 12th grade be advocated? 
 
How can we help to make a smooth transition from high school to college to ease things? Or 
should this happen?  
 
What are the pros and cons of starting homework in class? 
 
How much homework is enough? Not enough? Depth and breadth v. quantity? 
 
Skill and understanding v. skill or understanding  
 
How can we prepare students for the notion that college professors do not operate on the idea of 
extra credit? 
 
How can we help students to establish a mechanism for self-assessment of their achievements 
throughout the year/semester? 
 
How do we develop the notion of perserverance in students? 
 
What are issues related to modeling of mathematical problem solving in class? (i.e. how do we 
promote the idea of what a mathematician does without establishing misconceptions that all 
problems are solved quickly and easily as soon as they are encountered/read) 
 
How can we demystify mathematical problem solving? 
 
What are successful problem solving techniques you’ve found that work well in the teaching of 
students? 
 
How can we possibly reword problems to a more ‘friendlier’ manner? 
 
How can we address the un-willingness of “doing math” ? 
 
How can we address the misconception that you are either good at math or not ? 
 
Why is it acceptable in our society to say “I’m not good at math”, or “I’ve never been able to do 
math”? And, how can we disable the widespread acceptance of these comments? 
 



How do we address the fact that students are smart enough to know that if they wait long enough 
they will be told how to do something? (e.g. spoonfeeding happens eventually) 
 
How can we raise the awareness of students seeking out and using resources outside of class? 
(e.g. look up information you may need even though it is not provided for you) 
 
What is the concept of office hours? How can we encourage students to be less intimidated by 
seeking out their teacher/professor for help? 
 
How can we make students in college comfortable with visiting with faculty or seeking out an 
instructor for help? 
 
How can we deal with the lapses in the time frames that mathematics classes are taken within?  
 
What are different grading and testing practices? What should be rewarded and how? 
Achievement v. perceived effort? 
 
 
 
Morning Sessions 
(Topics/issues related to: what constitutes entrance/exit level mathematics at your 
school/institution?) 
 
Issues of balancing state CAPT and local high school and collegiate expectation 
 
How is technology used? To what extent should technology be used in basic skills? 
 
What constitutes Basic Skills? (exit/entry level) 
 
What do high school teachers consider to be the best indicators for use by colleges to assess 
student abilities, e.g. GPA, class rank, courses taken, etc.?  
 
What is the perception of high school teachers regarding the number of students placing into 
developmental/remedial college mathematics courses? *Are there ways we can bridge so fewer 
students end up going this way? 
 
*What are some of the issues related to advising and admissions from both perspectives?   
 
 
 
 
 
* BP added after meeting as a result of looking at previous thoughts from 2/8/02 meeting or notes 
I took from today’s meeting that seemed to fit. 
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