
CSU Math Basic Skills Committee 
February 8th, 2002 

Minutes 
 
Present: A. Burstein (MxCC), A. D’Amour (SCSU), E. Dinto (NVCC), M. Garcia (GCC),  
               A. Grandgeorge (MCC), D. Gross (UCONN), P. Hirschy (ACC), J. Karnowski (NCC), 
               M. Leach (HCC), M. Merriweather (SCSU), B. Paskov (MCC) 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:30 pm. 
 
2. Minutes from December were not available. 
 
3. Meeting schedule decided upon: Friday March 8th, 2002 at 1:30pm at CCSU 
                                                           Friday April 5th, 2002 at 1:30pm at CCSU 
 
4. Announcements:  

a) MATYCONN spring meeting on May 10th, 2002 at Naugatuck Valley (time to be 
announced, but most likely starting late afternoon); scheduled events include a presentation 
by a meteorologist, a pizza party, and “math clips from movies”. Texas Instruments 
representatives will be there. 

b) Reminder of the CAMPY (Connecticut Association for Mathematically Precocious 
Youth) event on May 17th, 2002 at various CT community colleges. 

c) Marlene Megos of CCLM (Connecticut Council of Leaders in Mathematics) dropped 
by to distribute a save-the-date flyer announcing a CCLM-sponsored meeting designed to 
provide an open forum to promote open dialogue among CT math teachers in grades 9-12 and 
college. The date is Thursday May 2, 2002 in the afternoon. 

 
5. Following the announcement that Texas Instruments people were going to be at the 

MATYCONN meeting, a discussion ensued on whether the TI-89 (or TI-92) calculator 
should be allowed during calculus exams, the way this issue affects what’s included in and 
how we teach these courses, and the logistics of giving two-part exams where the calculator 
is allowed during the second part only. 

  
6. The CCLM meeting will discuss (among other things the expectations and outcomes of the 

Alternate Route Program for certification. This prompted a short discussion on whether 
calculus was required to obtain certification through the program. It appears that the Praxis II 
and 30 college math credits requirements take care of this concern. 

 
7. April 13th Conference at CCSU. 

• A. D’Amour & M. Merriweather distributed a preliminary version of the registration 
flyer for the conference. All aspects of the flyer were extensively reviewed by the 
committee. Within a week, Michelle and Alain will make the corrections and Alain 
will contact Terri Clark from the CT Academy and take care of dissemination. Alain 
will also update the conference webpage. 

• Elaine Dinto will collect the registration forms, keep a list of e-mail addresses for the 
participants (in case a last minute electronic mass mailing is needed), and prepare 
badges showing the person’s first and last name (no title), the school’s name and the 
town. 

• The program for the conference was made more precise. The conference will open 
with greetings from the committee and hopefully from a CCSU administrator. It will 



be followed by a 50-minute panel discussion. Ideally, the panel should be comprised 
of 5 individuals (2 at the college level – 1 CSU and 1 UConn or other, 2 at the high 
school level, and 1 from community colleges). The goal of this discussion is to 
provide an exchange of factual information (relevant to mathematics basic skills) 
about the various educational systems and bring up questions to be discussed by 
participants in breakout sessions. The theme is “What constitutes entrance/exit level 
mathematics at your institution (and comparable institutions, if you can address it)?” 
For instance, at the college level, this would include courses offered and what they 
cover (briefly), # of students placing at the developmental level, placement process, 
the extend to which technology is being used in the classroom. At the high school 
level, it would include the various courses offered and what they cover (briefly), 
tracking, the CAPT, standardized testing of any kind, statewide curriculum 
guidelines, and the extend to which technology is being used in the classroom. 
     A breakout session of approximately 90 minutes will follow. Each discussion 
group should have 2 representatives from the committee who would serve as 
facilitators and help keep the ball rolling if need be. Someone in each group should 
record the main ideas from the group on a slide. These will be shared with everyone 
else during a summary session, after lunch. Following the summary session, a 
representative from the committee will present the audience with some discussion 
questions to fuel the afternoon debate: ways to ease transition, work ethic and 
homework policy, expectations in the way of academic achievement, and anything 
else in the same vein that participants would like to bring up. 

 
8. Some things to be done:  

• Invitations have to be extended to gather panelists for the morning presentation. (A. 
D’Amour will contact various people for this.) 

• We need facilitators for the group discussions. 
• Alain will contact Tim Crane about money, supplies and food. Preliminary 

arrangements have to be made in regard to logistical issues (made more precise later 
when we know roughly the number of participants). A budget has to be established. 

• B. Paskov has volunteered to staff a front table with registration materials. M. 
Merriweather will staff a separate table dealing with participants requesting CEUs. 

 
9. Meeting adjourned at 4:05 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by A. D’Amour 
These minutes have not yet been approved 
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