
Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut 
Minutes of the November 9, 2001 meeting 

Central Connecticut State University 
 
Alain D’Amour (chair)  called the meeting to order shortly after 1:30 pm. 
 
Attendees:   Alain D’Amour  (SCSU), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), Hortencia Garcia (ECSU), Miguel Garcia 
(GWCC),  David Gross  (UCONN),  Pat Hirschy  (AC & CCC), Pete Johnson (ECSU),  Joe Karnowski (NCC), 
Michelle Merriweather (SCSU), Angela Shaw (CCSU) 
 
 
1.         Minutes: The minutes from the October 12 meeting were approved with some minor adjustments.  
 
2. Announcements: 
 
 -Marlene Makos from Edwin Smith High School asked if someone from our group could be a college 

  representative for the CCLM    
-Miguel asked Alain if he could clarify if this is the “Leadership Council” he is familiar with, since that 
  group already has representation through MATYCONN.   Alain will find out for next meeting. 

 
3.  Pat Hirschy brought up an incident that caused confusion about courses at Asnuntuck and Eastern. 

 Both institutions had a course numbered 101; at Asnuntuck it is elementary algebra and at Eastern it is 
 intermediate algebra.  The confusion was cleared up. 

 
 It was brought to everyone’s attention that a math course at all Connecticut Community Colleges with 
           an elementary algebra prerequisite does not transfer as a math credit, but it will transfer as an elective. 
           A lively discussion ensued! 
 

There is a problem with MAT101, which is now required for a degree at   _________?.   Students who 
are “grandfathered” would not have to take it, unless it is a prerequisite for another course that was part 
of the program.   

 
 It was noted that we have different placement score cutoffs at some of the institutions in Connecticut –  

this may present a problem. 
 

4.         April conference:  Will take place on Saturday April 13th, 2002 at Central Connecticut State University.  
Michelle has reserved the Vance building.  It was noted that no refreshments will be allowed in this 
building.  We may have refreshments available in this room (108, Maria Sanford).  Alain will check if 
we can have refreshments from the cafeteria at Central.  Parking for the conference should not be a 
problem since it falls on a Saturday. 

 
5.         Topics for the conference were discussed and we came up with the following list: 
 
 

A. Use of technology.  
B. What are the types of courses offered in high school? 
C. What are the courses taken by college-bound students? 
D. How are students advised to go to college? 
E. What do we feel all students should have as basic mathematical skills? 

 
 

It was asked if attendees could get credit (C.E.U’s) for the workshop. 



The charge for the conference will be $10 or $15.    
 
Financial input for the conference:  Academy - $500;  ATOMIC – up to $500,  MATYCONN - $100 
 
For next meeting, all attendees were asked to think of the format of the conference;   panels, invited 
speakers, etc.  Also, find out if anyone from our school is interested in participating. 
 
Michelle and Alain will start on a “Save the Date”  flyer. 

 
6. The next meeting is December 7 from 1:30 to 3:30, same room.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:30. 
 


