
CSU Basic Skill Committee 
Minutes of the April 27, 2001 meeting 

Middlesex Community College 
 
Alain D’Amour (chair) called the meeting to order at 2:15pm  
 
In Attendance: Kathy Bavelas (MCC), Alice Burnstein (MxCC), Terri Clark (CT Academy),  
Tim Craine (CCSU), Alain D’Amour (SCSU), Elaine Dinto (NVCC),  
Alice Grandgeorge (MCC), David Gross (UConn), Paula Maida (WCSU), 
Michelle Merriweather (SCSU), Barbara Paskov (MCC) 
 
1. The intermediate algebra prerequisite requirement: Supposedly, starting this fall 2001, 
all math and statistics courses that transfer from the CC system to the CSU system for credits 
which can be used toward general education will have to have Intermediate Algebra as a 
prerequisite.  
 
• Karen Grosz’ email on this issue (see addendum 1) seemed to push the starting time to fall 

2003.  
• It was noted that some of the CC campuses have already instituted Intermediate Algebra as a 

prerequisite for all courses that will be transferring to the CSU system.  
• Since not all the campuses have done this, there is a fear that some students will take a STAT 

course at a campus not requiring Intermediate Algebra as a prerequisite and then transfer to 
CSU or UConn.  

• Many thought that there would be problems with students taking the PRAXIS [Professional 
Assessments for Beginning Teachers] exam without completing Intermediate Algebra.  

• It was noted that the CSU Academic Vice Presidents need to discuss with Karen Grosz why 
Intermediate Algebra is needed as a prerequisite for courses that are intended to transfer to 
CSU and be used in the general education requirements. 

• Tim Craine made a motion (see the content of the motion in addendum 2). It was seconded 
by Alain D’Amour and passed unanimously.  

• Tim Craine will convey this to his Academic Vice President and have her contact the other 
CSU Academic VPs and Karen Grosz. 

 
2. Alain D’Amour moved to have the minutes of the March 16, 2001 meeting accepted. Elaine 
Dinto seconded and it passed unanimously. 
 
3. Announcements: 
• A retirement party for Leo Kuczynski (Chair of the Department of Mathematics, SCSU) on 

May 19, 2001, from 12:30-4:00 at Adrianna’s Restaurant on Grand Avenue in New Haven. A 
flyer for the event was passed out to all present. Email Alain D’Amour for more information 
(damour@southernct.edu). 

• Alice Burnstein mentioned the MxCC Mathematics Colloquium, which will be held on 
Tuesday, May 1, 2001. Students are welcome. 

• Terri Clark mentioned a retirement party for Steve Leinwand of the State Department. The 
party will be on June 26 at the Radisson in Cromwell from 5:00-10:00. It will be a roast with 
a 9-person dais. It will be a joint affair with CCLM (Connecticut Counsel of Leaders in 
Mathematics), ATOMIC (Association of Teachers Of Mathematics In Connecticut) and 



PIMMS (Project to Increase Mastery of Mathematics and Science). Email or phone Terri 
(tclark@ctacad.org, 860-346-1177) for more details. 

• From Elaine Dinto: last call for Herb Gross’ talk at the MATYCONN (Mathematical 
Association of Two-Year Colleges in Connecticut). Spring Dinner Meeting at Gateway 
Community College on Friday, May 4, 2001. 

• It was announced that MATYCONN’s agenda for their next meeting includes the possibility 
of raising some money for the committee’s conference in spring 2002. 

• CAMPY [Connecticut Association for Mathematically Precocious Youth] will be hosting 6 
workshops for Middle School youngsters on May 17, 2002. So far, on board to host the events are 
Gateway, Manchester, Naugatuck Valley and Norwalk Community Colleges. Please use this link  

http://155.43.16.5/matyconn/Spring2001News/Campy%20Information.htm
for more information regarding CAMPY. 

 
• Name Change for the CSU Basic Skill Committee.  There was a lively discussion on this 

matter. 
• The name suggested at the last meeting was: Intercampus Mathematical Skills Committee of 

Connecticut.  
• Alain D’Amour noted that Ross Gingrich, who couldn’t be at the meeting, did not like the 

new name and had reservations about using it. 
• It’s too long 
• It’s too broad 
• The term “Basic” is lost 
• He favors the retention of CSU in the title and suggests retaining the name CSU Basic 

Skills Committee. 
• He mentioned that the CSUs have no other outlet for discussions of this sort. 
• Alice Burnstein mentioned that it should be more inclusive of all the different 

campuses. 
• David Gross mentioned that UConn did not have any other outlet for these kinds of 

discussions either.  
• Tim Craine supported the idea of being more inclusive and more indicative of the 

present make up of the committee. 
• Alain D’Amour seconded Ross’ suggestion that the “Basic” be put back into the 

name of the committee. 
• At this point there was a festive discussion about acronyms and suggesting names. It 

finally came down to two candidates: the Connecticut Math Basic Skills Committee 
(CMBSC) or the Math Basic Skills Committee of Connecticut (MBSCC) 

• Alain D’Amour moved for a vote, David Gross seconded. A vote by hands was taken 
and the tally was 0 votes for the CMBSC, 8 votes for the MBSCC and 2 abstentions.  

• From now on, the committee will be known as the Math Basic Skills Committee of 
Connecticut (MBSCC). 

 
4. Admissions Criteria for acceptance: Prompted by an email from Marlene Megos (E.O. 
Smith High School), Alain D’Amour asked the admissions officer (Sharon Brennan) at SCSU 
whether she considers the particular math courses students took in High School or just the 
number of years of high school math, as well as SAT scores and various placement exams, in 
determining whether a student is accepted or not to college. He was informed that they really 
take a close look at the courses and weigh “tech-prep” courses differently than they do traditional 
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“college-prep” courses. They look out for changes in the title of courses: e.g., Conceptual 
Algebra, Applied Trigonometry, etc. 
 
5. Discussion with Terri Clark about the Saturday, April 13, 2002 Conference at CCSU:  

• The conference will be an informal get-together/discussion among teachers of 
mathematics concerning such things as: 

• What are the homework policies in various High Schools and Colleges? 
• How do each of us use technology?  
• What does everyone mean when they say “Intermediate Algebra”? 
• What are the colleges’ assumptions/expectations on incoming students?  
• What are the High Schools’ assumptions about what the colleges expect? 
• Is there a divide that we can start to breach with better communication? 

 
6. Dissemination: How do we let everyone know about the conference   

• The Academy has extensive lists of key math contacts. 
• Kathy Bavelas can contact both ATOMIC and MSTLC (Math Science Technology 

Leadership Council). She will contact MSTLC before their quarterly meeting. 
• There are many workshops over the summer at which announcements can be made. 
• Barbara Paskov mentioned sending out a quick “Save The Day” type of flyer. So 

Alain D’Amour will send a blurb to Terri Clark and Kathy Bavelas on Monday, April 
30, 2001. It will say: 

The conference is for teachers of mathematics, 7-12 and Higher Education 
although others are welcome. The email contacts for the conference will be Alain 
D’Amour and Barbara Paskov. 

 
7. Funding for the conference:  

• Terri Clark said that the Academy is mostly funded by the NSF, but has other sources 
as well. Their funding runs in 5-year cycles and was funded in 1991 and again in 
1996. This means that their funding is due for renewal in 2001 and their present 
funding is up at the end of August 2001. She would need a letter requesting money as 
soon as possible. She would like to have a check cut before August 31, 2001. She 
indicated that the Academy will probably be able to help with funding with about 
$250 to $500, and that $500 is more likely.  

• For the Spring 2000 Statistics conference the committee worked on, Leo Kuczynski 
had gotten $400 from the “Conversations in the Discipline” Fund, an internal CSU 
fund. There was an $8 registration fee with about 40-50 attendees. 

• As mentioned earlier, Elaine Dinto will bring up funding for the conference at the 
MATYCONN meeting. 

• Alice Burnstein will bring up funding for the conference at the ATOMIC meeting; 
Alain will also contact Sally Rinaldi about ATOMIC’s participation in the 
conference.  

• Tim Craine will reserve the facilities on the CCSU campus. 
• Tim Craine made a motion to elect Jeff McGowan as treasurer for the conference, 

Barbara Paskov seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 



 
8. Flyers and Information from the Connecticut Academy: 

• Terri Clark passed around the present version of the Connecticut K-12 Mathematics 
Program Evaluation Guide, An Evaluation and Implementation Tool. They are 
nearing the end of the process of updating for version 2. She asked if the committee 
or individuals in the committee would like to give any feedback on the content of 
version 2 before it goes to press. It will include information on the CT Mastery Tests 
and CAPT (Connecticut Academic Performance Test).  

• Terri distributed pamphlet information to the committee on the 3rd generation of the 
three CT Mastery Tests and the 2nd generation of the Mathematics CAPT. Due to the 
need to have this process completed during June, the committee could not act (its next 
meeting will not be until the beginning of the fall semester). Individuals also declined 
due to the lack of free time before the June date of completion. 

• Terri Clark also gave to the committee information about the BEST (Beginning 
Educator Support and Training) program and the BLTA (BEST Leadership Training 
Academy). This program is run from July 12 – 20, 2001 for teachers, department 
chairs, curriculum specialists and instructional leaders. Deadline for application is 
April 30,2001. Although the deadline is imminent (as of the date of the meeting), 
anyone wanting to participate can contact Steve Leinwand (860-566-2645, 
steve.leinwand@po.state.ct.us) 

• Clark also mentioned the ENC (Eisenhower National Clearinghouse for Mathematics 
and Science Education) and passed out the ENC Focus (Vol. 8, No. 2, 2001) and their 
mission flyer. ENC’s mission is to identify effective curriculum resources, create 
high-quality professional development materials, and disseminate useful information 
and products to improve K-12 mathematics and science teaching and learning. 
• ENC contact number: 800-621-5785 
• For ENC Online: http://www.enc.org 

• Terri Clark reiterated that the Academy exists to help improve k-12 education and if 
there is any way that she or the Academy can help with this or anything else, to please 
contact her. Her contact numbers again are 
• tclark@ctacad.org 
• 860-346-1177 

• Alain D’Amour recapped what was immediately needed to be accomplished: 
• Send a blurb / “Save the Day” announcement about the conference to Terri Clark, 

Kathy Bavelas, Elaine Dinto and Alice Burnstein mentioning the day and date, 
that it is intended to be an informal discussion/conversation for teachers of 
mathematics 7-12 & higher, a call for suggestions as to the content of the 
conference. 

• He will also contact Sally Rinaldi of ATOMIC by Wednesday about funding 
• He will send a letter to the Connecticut Academy on behalf of the committee 

requesting funding for the conference. 
 
 
9. New Business: None 
 
10. Motion to end the meeting was made by Alain D’Amour and seconded by Kathy 
Bavelas and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting ended at 3:40pm. 
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Respectfully submitted: David L Gross, 5/2/01 
 
These minutes have not yet been approved. 
 
 
Addendums: 

1. Excerpts from an email from Karen Grosz on April 22, 2001: 
… If we keep a non-transfer course in some programs, students will continue to 
try to transfer the credits and then will blame us when the credits aren’t accepted. 
It also creates problems when students switch programs… 
… Also, be aware that the new requirements cannot go into effect for another two 
years, under our agreements with CSU. They’[v]e tried to jump the gun on this 
and I’ve spoken to the CSU Chief Academic Officer to say that we have new 
catalogs that just went into print with the old requirements and really can’t afford 
to re-print all of them or print errata sheets just because CSU wants to make the 
change effective so soon. Those catalogs constitute a legal contract with new 
students, who have the right to follow the curriculum as listed there. He agreed …  

2. Tim Craine’s Proposal: 
a. We recommend that the policy take effect in Fall 2001 and apply only to 

courses taken Fall 2001 and after. For instance, if a student has taken a course 
at a community college in Spring 2001, transfer credit for that course should 
be determined by the old rules.  

b. For courses taken in Fall 2001 and subsequently, exceptions to the policy 
should be made only with the approval of the mathematics department chair 
(or designee) at each CSU campus. We recommend that only students who 
have made substantial progress toward the completion of a planned program 
at a community college be granted exemptions. No exemptions shall be 
granted for CSU students who attempt to avoid the intermediate algebra 
prerequisite by enrolling in a community college course.  

c. The policy should take full effect for courses taken in Fall 2002 and 
subsequently.  In other words, by Fall 2002 all students at the community 
college should be fully aware that in order to receive general education  
transfer credit they will need courses with intermediate algebra as a  
prerequisite 

 
3. Email contacts over the summer: Only the email addresses that are different from 

the usual email address used during the regular year are recorded here.  
• Kathy Bavelas (MCC)   kbavelas@snet.net 
• Alice Burnstein (MxCC)   burst1937@aol.com 
• Alain D’Amour (SCSU)  alaind_amour@hotmail.com 
• Elaine Dinto (NVCC)  ejdinto@mags.net 
• Alice Grandgeorge (MCC) agrand@ntplx.net 
• Paula Maida (WCSU)  maidap@wcsu.ctstateu.edu  

This is the same as her regular email address except that she can not 
read attachments when not at work. 
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• Barbara Paskov   bpag@javanet.com 
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