
CSU Mathematics Basic Skills Committee 
Minutes of the Meeting on March 16, 2001 
at Central Connecticut State University 

 
 
Present:  Alain D’Amour (SCSU), Tim Craine (CCSU),Elaine Dinto 

(NVCC), Lori Fuller (TCC), Alice Grandgeorge (MCC), 
David Gross (UCONN), Paula Maida (WCSU), Jeff McGowan, 
Michelle Merriweather (SCSU)  

 
The meeting called to order at 1:45 pm by Alain D’Amour. 
 
1. Minutes from February meeting.  
 
 Motion: Elaine Dinto moved to approve the minutes of the 

February 9, 2001, meeting with an amendment.  Under item 5, 
Steve Leinwand’s name was deleted from the list of people 
emailed. Motion passed. 

 
 
2.  Announcements.   
 
 Committee members were reminded to save May 17, 2002, as the 

date that six community colleges campuses will be hosted a 
middle school math day. 

 
 Tim Craine and Jeff McGowan shared their recently published 

text A Brief Course in Elementary and Intermediate Algebra 
Volumes I and II which was written with the assistance of 
their colleague Thomas Ruben.  Congratulations! 

 
 Next meeting will be held at Middlesex Community College on 

April 27, 2001, at 2:00 pm.   
 
 
3.  Name Change for the Committee. 
 
 After much discussion the following name was selected for 

the committee:  Intercampus Mathematical Skills Committee 
of Connecticut. The official vote on the name change will 
occur at the April meeting. 

 
4.  Brainstorming about the Spring 2002 get together with high 

school colleagues. 
 
 All agreed that an open dialogue between high school and 

college mathematics educators should be the focus for the 
conference.  The following questions were suggested by 
committee members to be asked of high school mathematics 
teachers. 

 
 How to handle traditional mathematics curriculum verses 

reform? (Elaine Dinto) 



 What is the role of the calculator at all mathematics levels 
and which types of calculators are being used ? (Paula 
Maida) 

 What really constitutes an Algebra I course? (Lori Fuller) 
 What high school students are considering attending college 

and what is their preparation for that experience?  How are 
they being counseled to go to which college? (Lori Fuller) 

 What are the different mathematics tracks at the high school 
level? What are the distribution requirements? (Tim Craine) 

 Based on the NCTM Standards, how is algebra introduced in 
the early grades? (Paula Maida) 

 What do high school teachers expect of their students with 
respect to homework and attendance?  Are high school 
students taught how to study mathematics and do the students 
realize homework is a way of learning?  (David Gross) 

  
 The date of Saturday, April 13, 2002, at Central was 

selected for the conference.  The format of the day will be 
determined by the number of people attending.  Tim Craine 
suggested a brochure be circulated in the fall including a 
registration form and a questionnaire soliciting information 
on what participants would like to share and what would they 
like to know. The committee would then look at the returned 
questionnaire to determine what format would best meet the 
needs of the conference attendees. 

 
 Elaine Dinto suggested MATYCONN, a community college 

mathematics organization, could be asked for contributions 
to support the conference. Also, that Terri Clark at the CT 
Academy should be asked to assist in determining a list of 
appropriate high school math educators to be invited to the 
conference. Alain D’Amour volunteered to contact both Terri 
Clark and Sally Rinaldi to ask for their assistance and to 
invite them both to our next meeting. 

 
 David Gross suggested the MAA might sponsor the conference 

if a budget was developed.  Leo Kuczynski will be contacted 
to see how much money was needed to sponsor the last 
Statistics Conference.  It was discussed that at least the 
registration fee should cover the cost of lunch. Lori Fuller 
indicated that getting the information out early is 
critical. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:29 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Alice Grandgeorge 
(These minutes have not yet been approved.) 


