
CSU Mathematics Basic Skills Committee 
Minutes of the Meeting on February 9, 2001 

at Gateway Community College, North Haven Campus 
 

Present:  Alice Burstein (MxCC),  Alain D'Amour (SCSU), Elaine Dinto (NVCC), 
Miguel Garcia (GCTC), Ross Gingrich (SCSU), Alice Grandgeorge (MCC), 
David Gross (UConn), Michelle Merriweather (SCSU), Barbara Paskov (MCC), 
Sally Rinaldi (ATOMIC) 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:30 pm by Alain D’Amour. 

 
2. The next two meetings will be at the following dates and locations: 

March 9, 2001, at CCSU (with NVCC as backup) and  
April 27, 2001, at Middlesex Community College.  There will not be a meeting 
on May 4, due to the MATYCONN meeting that day. 
 

3. The minutes from the December 8, 2000, meeting were approved (motion by 
B. Paskov, second by D. Gross) with minor corrections.  In the section on the 
“Update on Intermediate Algebra Prerequisite for transfer courses to CSU’s”, the 
sentence “Leo Kuczynski and Alain spoke with SCSU’s vice-president” was 
replaced by “Leo Kuczynski and Tim Craine spoke with their respective academic 
vice-presidents.”  Also, under “Some points of interest:, 1”, the phrase “loosing 
good students” was replaced by “losing good students”.   
 

4. David Gross reported that UConn will be meeting with the CC’s , under some 
possible legislative pressure.  They will be discussing the following proposal: 
“If under the CC common numbering system UConn accepts a course from one 
CC, then it must also accept any course with the same common numbering from 
any of the CC’s.”  This would be true for all of the common numbering courses. 
Hence, transfer of those courses would be system to system, not campus to 
campus.  David was concerned that this might prevent UConn from accepting 
courses from some of the CC’s, because of the possibility of one of the CC’s 
having a course with the same numbering that he would not accept.  Ross 
suggested that under these conditions one solution might be to require a common 
core of 80%, rather that just 80% agreement with the topics listed under the 
Common Numbering course description. 
 
There was some discussion on who from the CC’s was asked to attend that 
meeting and how they were chosen.  Apparently the letter was sent from Karen 
Grosz, Chief Academic Officer of the CC system, to Deans at the respective CC’s 
to individuals at those CC’s.  However, Alice Burstein noted that she got hers 
directly from UConn.   
 

5. Miguel asked whether there would be some leniency for people who are caught in 
the switch at the CSU’s to the intermediate algebra prerequisite for general 
education courses.  His specific concern was students who would need to transfer 
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Gateway’s Numbers Systems to Southern.  Ross responded that he felt those 
would be handled on a case-by-case basis. 

 
 
5. Sally Rinaldi was again our guest.  Sally is K-12 Coordinator in Watertown, CT, 

and was at our meeting representing ATOMIC.  Sally put a notice in the Winter 
2001 ATOMIC newsletter about the possibility of our hosting  a general 
meeting/conference next year that would include middle school and high school 
mathematics teachers.  She also brought a “definition” of the “basics”. 

The basics=numerical, algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts 
and skills.    
By the end of grade 12, students will apply proficiently a range of 
numerical, algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts and skills to 
formulate, analyze, and solve real world problems; to facilitate inquiry and 
the exploration of real-world phenomena; and to support continued 
development and appreciation of mathematics as a discipline.  (CT 
Frameworks) 

 
At our last meeting, we had asked Sally four questions that she felt needed some 
further consideration.  She shared these questions with the ATOMIC Council and 
also emailed Mari Muri and Steve Leinwand about them.  She reported to us on 
what she had found. 

1. What are the state requirements in mathematics for high school students? 
Changes for graduation requirements presented to the State Board of 
Education are in the talking phase and merely proposed in a monograph.  
Therefore, the high school graduation requirements are still the same: 
Mathematics: not fewer than three credits.  The State would like to see a 
change from three credits to three years, and would also like to see a move 
to performance standards.  These changes are in the talking stage. 

2. Is there data on how many high schools are tracking students in math? 
and 

3. How many high schools are teaching traditional math courses vs. a 
standards based math course (text)? 
The State Department of Education does not collect data on what high 
schools use – traditional vs. standards-based curriculum materials; nor, 
tracking at the high school level (although the guess is they all track 
students).  So, there is no data available on tracking and no data easily 
available on the number of standards based courses vs. the number of 
traditional courses.  Some schools offer both, often based on the demands 
of parents.   

4. CAPT information? 
The CAPT test was deliberately put into tenth grade to be a test of all 
students, not just those who are going on in mathematics.  With regard to 
technology, with the CAPT, there is interest in the application and 
integration of knowledge, without concern as to what tools the students 
use.  With respect to the CMT’s , no calculators are allowed on the fourth 
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grade exam, while on the sixth and eighth grade exams, there are parts on 
which calculators can be used and other parts which must be done without 
calculators.  Sally also gave Alain (as committee chair) some information 
about preparation for the CAPT test. 

 
Finally, Sally recommended the following state document as a source of 
information:   Mathematics: A Guide to K-12 Program Development – State of 
CT, State Board of CT, 1999.  She gave a copy to Alain (as committee chair) and 
noted that we should be able to access it on the State Department of Education 
website www.state.ct.us/sde/, or we could try emailing Steve Leinwand or Mari 
Muri at the State Department of Education, and ask them to send us a copy. 
 

8. Mathematics Basic Skills Conference. 
Turning to the planning of our conference next year, we began with a short 
discussion on some of the underlying problems that many of our students have:  
lack of good study skills, short attention span,  and lack of discipline.  As for the 
conference itself, we decided to aim for Spring 2002 and to include participants 
from middle school educators to college educators. 
 
For next time, we want to brainstorm ideas for panel discussions, sessions, 
speakers, etc. 
 

9. David Gross asked about the status of the summary of prerequisites.  Since it was 
almost 4:00 pm, it was decided to hold that question to the next meeting. 
 

10. The meeting was adjourned at 3:56 pm. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by Ross Gingrich, March 7, 2001. 
(These minutes have not yet been approved.) 
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