
 

 
CSU Mathematics Basic Skills Committee 

Revised Minutes of Meeting on December 8, 2000 
 
 
Location: Southern Connecticut State University, Engleman 208 
Time: 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
Attendees:  Kathy Bavelas (Manchester), Alain D’Amour (Southern), Elaine Dinto 

(Naugatuck Valley), Ross Gingrich (Southern), Alice Grandgeorge (Manchester), 
Jeff McGowan (Central), Michelle Merriweather (Southern), Angela Shaw 
(Central).   

Guests:  Marlene Megos, Sally Rinaldi 
 
 
Minutes -- due to the day’s snowstorm and the lack of a quorum, approval of minutes from the 
November 3, 2000 meeting was deferred until the next committee meeting.  
 
Update on Intermediate Algebra prerequisite for transfer courses to CSU’s -- Tim Craine 
drafted the letter proposing any particular CSU will give transfer credit to a course only if it has 
the same prerequisite as the equivalent course at the CSU.  Tim and Leo Kuczynski spoke with 
their respective vice-presidents.  They think the simplest way to handle transfer credit is to have 
a list of courses* from each Community College that will now (beginning Fall 2001) have an 
Intermediate Algebra prerequisite.  The policy will not effect students who have taken currently 
transferable courses with only an Elementary Algebra prerequisite, nor those who will take such 
courses prior to Fall 2001. Tim or Ross or Alain will contact Eastern and Western, since they 
were not represented at this meeting.  If the vice-presidents approve the policy at their December 
15 meeting, as expected, they will send a letter to Dr. Karen Grosz, Chief Academic Officer for 
the CC System.  Copies should go to the 12 Deans, and to each Math Department. 
 
*Note: The group did not decide how best to implement this.  At the September 10, 1999 
meeting, the group decided that one BSC member from each school should fill in the following 
information for his/her school and send it as a Microsoft WORD attachment to Mel 
(Pronga@ccsu.edu).  CC members were asked to forward the information on to colleagues from 
campuses that have no representation on BSC.  The form should contain the following 
information -- 
 

For every mathematics course taught, Prealgebra through Calculus, Differential Equations, 
Linear Algebra and any appropriate Math Ed courses, list the following: 
 

Name (of person sending information) 
School 
Date 
Course 
Number: 

Course Title: Course Prerequisite (# and Title): Credit 
Hours 

    
    

 

mailto:Pronga@ccsu.edu)


 

Perhaps, since Mel is presently enjoying his retirement, another group member may choose to 
coordinate this list.  Until then, perhaps the list of courses for all Community Colleges posted on 
the MATYCONN website (http://155.43.16.5/matyconn, select Math Issues, then Common 
Course Equivalencies) will suffice for the CC’s. 
 
Guests -- Most of the meeting was spent in a dialog between Committee members and our two 
guests, Sally Rinaldi, BEST facilitator, K-12 Coordinator in Watertown, CT, representing 
ATOMIC, and Marlene Megos, a nationally certified teacher from E. O. Smith High School in 
Storrs, CT, representing the Connecticut Math Supervisors. 
 
Discussion was lively, interesting, and informative!  The meeting opened up a communication 
between Connecticut’s high schools and colleges/universities that is expected to continue to 
develop. 
Some points of interest -- 
 

1. Connecticut faces a dramatic shortage of new mathematics teachers.  The best of the 
best are not going into teaching.  Many of the state’s high school math teachers have 
recently retired or will soon be retiring.  New teachers coming in at the high school 
level are lacking in preparation, both in their skills and in their methods.  Connecticut 
is in danger of losing good students and future mathematicians.  The job is not easy, 
and people with good mathematics skills can make more money in business or 
industry.  How do we attract good math people into the teaching of mathematics?  
The “good news” is that, at least on paper, Connecticut is on the right track with its 
extremely high standards (Praxis, portfolios, etc.). 

 
2. Regarding basic skills -- Enrollment in high school developmental courses is 

increasing, and students are getting weaker.  High schools are now trying to service 
more students who never before would have considered going to college.  The state’s 
mathematics requirement for graduation is 3 years, with 4 years recommended; 
courses such as accounting and computer science count as mathematics courses.  
While some high school students choose vocational/career paths, most filter through 
college preparatory programs. 

 
3. Students are often not realistic; they work full time as well as go to school full time.  

They believe that they can come and observe and do well.  The fact that students do 
not spend time in review also effects their placement.  (Ross mentioned that he 
requires all new students to come to visit him during his office hours, an idea that 
more of us may wish to implement.) 

 
4. In Connecticut’s CAPT test, mathematical skills are integrated in the solving of 

problems.  Some districts do “basic skills” testing as well.  Oftentimes students are 
not serious about CAPT testing (about 40% pass statewide in mathematics), as results 
are not reflected in their grades.  Should colleges have access to students’ CAPT 
scores?  If there were an incentive, such as exemption from Accuplacer or basic 
algebra courses, or some form of scholarship award for those doing well, perhaps 
students would have reason to take CAPT more seriously and perform better. 

 
5. Teaching skills versus concepts -- There is no national consensus on this issue.  The 

state assessment with CMT’s drives the high school mathematics curriculum.  All 



 

districts, to some degree, are using an integrated, standards-based, problem solving 
approach.  Often students’ reading levels are low; they do not want to take the time to 
reread, and trying to decipher a problem and pull out what’s necessary is difficult.  
Also students tend to  “departmentalize.”   

 
6. High schools want ease of transition for students from high school to college.  High 

school folks are saying, “College people are not changing, yet we are being forced to 
change.”  Placement exams (SAT’s, Accuplacer) are still algebra skills tests; they 
have not changed.  New England is standards based.  Adults function in mathematics 
in context, but skills tests do not provide for this.  Calculus reform is well established 
in many areas of the United States.  But some states where many of Connecticut’s 
students go to college (Virginia, North Carolina) are very traditional.  Many high 
schools have both standards based and traditional offerings because of parental 
pressure. 

 
7. Can we find a healthy balance as the answer to placement?  Since Accuplacer does 

not have multi-step problem solving questions, perhaps CAPT scores could be 
factored into the placement process?  Doing so might make us better able to place 
students appropriately. 

 
8. Technology use -- while college/university instructors use graphers to varying 

degrees, because of CAPT, graphing calculators are used extensively in many high 
schools.  How do we achieve a balance, so that students, who frequently need to use 
technology in their jobs, use it appropriately in the classroom?  Many of the veteran 
high school teachers, those with the brightest students, have a difficult time in finding 
that balance. 

 
9. Many students get turned off to mathematics between high school and college.  How 

do we encourage students to take math and enjoy it and be successful at it?  (And 
maybe even see the beauty in it?)  This is our challenge!  

 
 
Announcement --Kathy told the group of the Community College plan to have a Gifted Students 
Day in the spring of 2002.  All campuses would hold events on the same day in May.  Campuses 
will be looking for volunteers to help host. 
 
Next meeting -- February 9, 2001, Gateway Community College, North Haven Campus (Exit 12 
off I-91), 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Elaine Dinto 
 
02/09/01  
 
  


