
CSU Math Basic Skills Committee 
November 3, 2000 

Minutes 
 
Present: R. Clark (TxCC), A. D’Amour (SCSU), E. Dinto (NVCC), L. Fuller (TxCC), 
               M. Garcia (GCC), R. Gingrich (SCSU), A. Grandgeorge (MCC), D. Gross (UCONN), 
               J. McGowen (CCSU), M. Merriweather (SCSU) 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:30 pm. 
 
2. Minutes were approved (motion by D. Gross, L. Fuller second). 
 
3. Announcements: The policy stipulating that an Intermediate Algebra prerequisite is needed 

for community college courses to transfer to the CSU’s (to go into effect in the fall of 2001) 
is on the agenda of the November 17th meeting of the CSU’s academic Vice-Presidents. The 
wording of the policy should convey that any particular CSU will give transfer credit to a 
course only if it has the same prerequisites as the equivalent course at the CSU. The course 
“Intermediate Algebra” transfers as itself, and a course with an Elementary Algebra 
prerequisite will transfer as an elective, but it will not fulfill General Education requirements. 
(A. D’Amour) 

 
Tim Crane’s letter to K. Grosz and department chairs at the community colleges concerning 
this issue is still in the works. (A. D’Amour) 

 
A spirited discussion on Intermediate Algebra took place (including a need for reform at 
Southern because of Mat 101 and Mat 119, the uneven use of the calculator in intermediate 
algebra courses at various institutions, etc). 
 

       There was a lengthy exchange on the teaching of mathematics in high school and how it  
       affects 2-year and 4-year collegial institutions. It became apparent that the committee would  
       like to organize an event (conference or “professional get together”) that would take place in  
       the fall of 2001 and for which  people from various areas of high school and college  
       education (math teachers, math supervisors, principals, college admissions officers, State  
       Dept of Ed. representatives, etc) would come together to discuss standards, testing,  
       assessment, high school student profiles, graduation requirements, transition issues from high 
       school to college, and what is overall actually going on in high school math courses around  
       Connecticut. 
 
         It was agreed upon that committee members should reflect on precise goals for this  
        conference and who should be invited to participate.  
 
        M Garcia also mentioned that the Connecticut Dept of Education gathered a considerable 
        amount of data on some of these issues which to this day have remained untapped. 
 
4.   Tech Prep: No new information 
 
5.   K. Bavelas is waiting to hear from ATOMIC President Janice Vuolo and George Parker  
        (past ATOMIC President) to see whether they can meet with the Basic Skills Committee on  
        December 8th. Some ideas of topics to discuss with these guests are:  

1) What are basic skills? 
2) Standards in math in broad context and how it reflects on basic skills, 



3) Teaching of skills versus concepts and the impact on testing 
4) Get their input on the aforementioned event 
5) Discuss ways to approach high schools to open lines of communications 
6) Anything they would like to talk to us about? 

 
6.  M. Garcia suggested that the committee should invite Steve Leinwand and/or Mari Muri    

 (they are senior math consultants for the Connecticut State Dept of Education) to the    
 February meeting to discuss the various issues mentioned above. 
 

7.  Next meeting: December 8th, 2000 at 1:30 pm at Southern 
 Following meeting: February 9th, 2001 at 1:30 pm at Gateway (North Haven Campus) 
 (directions can be obtained from the website at gwctc.commnet.edu). 
 

8.  Meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm 
 
Submitted by A. D’Amour 
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