
CSU Mathematics Basic Skills Committee 
Minutes of the Meeting on December 3, 1999 

 
 
 
Location: CCSU, Marcus White Living Room 
Time: 1:00 – 3:15 p.m. 
 
Attendees: Kathy Bavelas (Manchester), Alice Burstein (Middlesex), Jean-Marc Cenet 

(Tunxis), Alain D’Amour (Tunxis), Elaine Dinto (Naugatuck Valley), Lori 
Fuller (Tunxis) Miguel Garcia (Gateway), Ross Gingrich (Southern), Paula 
Maida (Western), Barbara Paskov (Manchester), Mel Pronga (Central), David 
Gross (UConn) 

 
Minutes of the November meeting will be distributed shortly by Miguel Garcia. 
 
No new announcements. 
 
Spring Conference Planning:  
 Title: “Introductory Statistics: Teaching, Applications & Technology” 
 Date: April 8, 2000 from 9:00-3:00 with registration beginning at 8:30. 
 Place: Southern Connecticut State University 
 
 We discussed various topics the conference could cover: On-line presentations; 

Prerequisites, Topics and Contents; Technology and its uses; Applications from 
client departments; What do businesses want? 

 
 We decided on the following major topics for the conference: 

1. On-line Presentations: Elaine, Mel and Paula plan on talking with Bob 
Lynott, Dan Larosse, Jenny Beetz and Josie Hamer about giving presentations 
in this category. 

2. Technology: Software (Excel, Minitab, Maple, Mathematica), Teaching 
techniques and the employment of active and cooperative learning. 
Alain will contact Dr. Zaven Karian at Denison University about giving a 
Keynote address. Funding for airfare or an honorarium will come from the 
$10 registration fee. 
Digression: Ross noted that Leo Kuczynski would be able to secure lunch and 

rooms for the conference for $5 a head. With the registration fee of $10, it is 
expected to generate an additional $300 (60×$5) to cover airfare or an 
honorarium. Kathy indicated that the Connecticut Academy for Education 
(CAE) might be able to give us an additional $100. 

 Kathy said that she would talk with Janice Sime, Mike Robillard, Dotty 
Wakefield, and Ann Sriglio about being presenters in this category. 

 Elaine mentioned talking to Sandy Hackenson about whether David Levin 
might present in this category, possibly on the use of Excel in statistics. 

 



 
3. Applications – from client departments and business:  
 There was a lot of discussion on whether or not this should occur as a panel 

discussion or as individual presentations. It was decided to first contact the 
potential presenters to find out their ideas. Among those suggested are: Ann 
Cross from Bristol Meyers in Biostatistics; Steve Luko, a part-timer at Tunxis 
who is an industrial statistician; Arthur Fine who Kathy recalled from 
Matyconn; Tony Borgen, part-timer at CCSU and working at Hamilton 
Standard. 

 
A special note was made to have all presenters submit requests for technical 

support: overhead projectors, computer access with power point type 
software, internet access… 

 
Time modules were discussed and we decided on the following: 
 8:30 - 9:00  Registration 
 9:00 - 10:30 First Module 
 10:30 – 11:00 Break 
 11:00 – 12:30 Second Module 
 12:30 – 1:30 Lunch 
 1:30 – 3:00 Third Module 
 
The Book fair will run concurrently either in a nearby room or in the corridors. 

Ross indicated that Leo had secured rooms for the conference but did not 
know if there would be room for the Bookfair nearby. We also discussed the 
need to have high-tech rooms with capacity for 100 people for the 
presentations. Ross will speak to Leo about this. He will also speak with Leo 
about the need to have phone jack access for the Book Reps so they can 
demonstrate their various on-line supplements, tutorials and testing. 

 
Ross will set up an Internet Site for the conference. The probable URL will be 

http://scsu.ctstateu.edu/~mathdept/stats.html 
 
All people registering for the conference will be asked to fill out a form with the 

following voluntary information: 
  School 
  Contact Person at their school 
  Fax, Email, Phone Number 
  Topics covered in their introductory statistics course 
  Prerequisites (both formal and informal) 
  Technologies used 
  Methodologies used 
  Text Book(s) 
  Other innovations (good and bad) that are, were or will be used. 
 Forms should be sent to Leo at SCSU. 
 
 



A “Save The Day” flyer: Barbara and Kathy (hopefully with help from Terri 
Clark of the CAE), will send out a “Save The Day” to the 12 Community 
Colleges, the 4 State Universities, UConn, Connecticut High Schools as well 
as other private colleges. The flyer will ask to Please Post and will include the 
conference title, location, time sponsors, the fact that registration materials 
will be sent in the beginning of March and that information will be on posted 
the conference website. It might include the form mentioned immediately 
above as well. 

 
Next Semester’s Meeting Schedule: 
Date  Time  Location Comments
Jan. 21  1:00 p.m. CCSU  To be held only if needed – Convening 
      Notice to be sent out by Mel Pronga 
Feb. 4  1:15 p.m. Gateway  North Haven Campus 
Mar. 3  1:15 p.m.  Middlesex 
Mar. 31 1:15 p.m. SCSU  May not necessarily be held 
Apr. 7  ~ 1:00   TBA 
May 5  ~ 1:00  TBA 
 
Remediation and the DHE: A discussion of the letter from Joseph Zikmund II (DHE) to 
Terri Clark (CAE). Paula talked about the visit to WCSU for information collection on 
remediation and what she discussed with them. She mentioned the need for students to 
have basic skills, which many lack at present, to be less calculator dependent. She 
believes, as was the consensus of the committee, that calculator use is essential and can 
be an invaluable aid in instruction and learning, but that too many students are too 
dependent on the calculator and can not process information or perform needed tasks 
without them. She also talked about the attendance patterns of students. Others in the 
committee added the need for students to understand the difference between studying and 
doing homework.  It was felt that students’ study skills in general were so lacking as to 
keep students who are otherwise motivated and willing to work from performing up to 
their potential and instead were holding them back to a significant degree.  
 
Draft letter to the 12 State Community Colleges from the 4 State Universities 
pertaining to the transferability (or lack thereof) of CC courses that do not have an 
intermediate algebra prerequisite. Leo Kuczynski drafted this and when completed will 
be signed by the Mathematics Department Heads of the 4 State Universities. This 
affected the transferability of 12 courses from ESCU, SCSU and WCSU. Data from 
CCSU is forthcoming. This is already the policy employed by UConn. 
 
Arthur Poole, senior associate for educational opportunities wants to speak with the 
committee in the spring about grant money intended to pair higher education people with 
K-12 teachers. The committee agreed and suggested that the meeting after the conference 
(which means the May meeting) would be preferable. 
 
Submitted by: 
 David L Gross,  
 12/8/99  


