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Last year we said goodbye to seeral of our graduateswho've since acceptedteaching positions:
- Muge Kanuni is an Assistant Professorat Massadusetts Maritime Acadeny (Buzzards Bay, MA).
Muge is still a familiar faceat our Algebra seminars.
- JasonMolitierno got a tenure track position at SacredHeart University (Fair eld, CT) working side-by-
side with EugeneGalperin (an earlier Ph.D graduate).
- Jiri Horak is a postdoc at the Mathematical Institute of the University of Basel (Switzerland) where he
continueshis researd on variational problemsin elliptic PDEs. He seemsto be enjoying his new position,
although he found teaching in German a bit of a challengeat the beginning.
- Sungwook Lee and his family moved to Mississippi, where Sungwook has a tenure track position at the
University of Southern Mississippi (Hattiesburg).
- David Molnar hasjust accepteda third year appointment at St. Olaf College(North eld, MN) where he
hasstuderts doing researt in Mathematical games(Seehis Websiteat www.stolaf.@u/people/molnar/ga mes).
David and | wert to the Konhauser Problem Fest at St. Thomas College (St. Paul, MN) this spring.
- JamesDunion has gonefrom Fidelity Investmerts to Omgeo (just moved closerto Wall Street).

The graduate students who completedtheir Actuarial ScienceMasters Programsin Decenber 2001and
left UConn to enter actuarial employment are as follows:
Kyuho Han (John Hancock Financial ServicesCompany, Boston), Jiayu Guo (UNUM Provident Insurance
Compary, Portland), Fuying Song(Sun Life Financial Services,WellesleyHills), and Ying Zhao (Sun Life
Financial Services,WellesleyHills).

In addition, many of our Actuarial Sciencestudents will be completing their programs and graduating
in Spring 2002:
Jane Ren (Watson Wyatt Consulting, Stamford), Yung-ju Jeong(The Hartford Financial ServicesGroup,
Hartford), IsaacLarbi (Wiliam M. Mercer Consulting, Stamford), Xianmei Tang (Lincoln National Finan-
cial Services,Hartford), Yao Ming (Phoenix Wealth Managemen, Hartford), Hugh Lakshman (CIGNA
Corporation, Bloom eld), Marina Momot, Virginia Mello, Patrick Otu-Manteaw, Chunjing Zhang, and
Aaron Feldman.

Among this year's Ph.Ds-to-be, we bid farewell to Nataliy a Savytska, who accepteda visiting position
at the University of Toledo (Toledo, Ohio), and Jonathan Keiter, who's got a tenure track position at
King's College (Wilk es-Barre, PA). We will also miss Christina Brewer, who is leaving to pursue a Ph.D
in Math Ed at the Steinhardt School of Education (New York University, NY).

At the sametime, we welcome badk James Morgan, who will be returning in the fall to nish his
master's degree. For the past semester,Jameshasbeenteaching at E. O. Smith High Sdool (Storrs, CT).
Jamessays that this teaching experiencehas given him a better senseof how current high school students
think about mathematics, and what they anticipate when they arrive at college (How about joining the
TA Network next fall, James?).

The newly formed TA Network (made up of Natalia Savytska, Jianhong Xu, and Krista O'Neill) was
created to assistincoming TAs as well as current onesin their comfort level with respect to teaching
and overall graduate life. One of its noteable future plans is the use of casestudies to foster dialog and
introspection about TA issues. The Network has its own webpagelocated at the Department's Website,
www.math.uconn.edu.



My Problem Competition cortinued strong for a secondyear (in sharp contrast to the Graduate Studert
Seminarswhich have beenfew and far between). The problems, which for the most part continue to be
elemertary in nature, have succededn luring an increasingnumber of undergraduates. Variations of some
of these problems also appearedin our 2nd Math AwarenessMonth Competition this April.

Seweral of our graduates were recognizedby the University of Connecticut for their teaching and/or
community services: Krista O'Neill was nominated for Outstanding Teading Assistart by the Student
Life Awards 2002. Jianhong Xu and Jonathan Keiter sharedthe Connie Strange Community Award, while
Christina Brewer received the L.J. DeLuca Memorial Scholarship award (for Outstanding Teading Assis-
tant).

Congratulations to Jonathan Keiter and April Wyler (a former grad) on their recert wedding (June 8).

Lastly, last summer we celebrated the arrival of our newest (and youngest) member, Dean Watson
Jones,born to Molli and Christopher Joneson June 9, 2001. Congratulations!
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PH. D. DEGREES GRANTED, 2001-2002

JasonJ. Molitierno (adviser M. Neumann), \Co e cien t of Ergodicity Type Bounds for the Algebraic
Connectivity of Graphs."

Talitha Michal Washington (adviser Y-S. Choi), \Mathematical Model of Proteins Acting ason/o
Switches."

Sungwook Lee (adviser K. Abe), \ Space-like Surfacesof Constant Mean Curvature One in de Sitter
3-spaceS3:"

Jiri Horak (adviser P.J. McKenna), \T raveling Wavesin Non-Linearly Supported Beamsand Plates."



